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PM callsfor global effortsfor strong,
disaster-resilientfuture for world

New Delhi, June 7
(UNI) Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Saturday
called for global efforts to
build a strong and disaster-
resilient future for the world,
stressing the need for
construction of
infrastructure that remains
steadfast against time and
tide.

Addressing
International
on Disaster  Resilient
Infrastructure 2025 via
video conferencing, the
Prime Minister outlined five
key global priorities to
strengthen disaster
resilience.

These are: The
importance of integrating
disasterresilience courses,
modules and skill
development programmes
inhighereducation; aglobal

the
Conference

digital repository to
document best practices
and learnings from

.
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countries that have faced
disasters and rebuilt with
resilience; innovative
financing for creation of
actionable  programmes;
necessity of strengthening
early warning systems and

coordination and special
attention to vulnerabilities
of small island developing
states.

Pointing out that India
had established a tsunami
warning system benefiting

IMD issues yellow alert as rainand thunderstormsloom over Mumbai

Mumbai, June 7 (UNI) A
yellow alert has been issued
for Mumbai due to expected
rain and thunderstorms, the
Meteorological
Department said on
Saturday.The  Regional
Meteorological Department
attributed the weather to
oligocyclonic conditions
affectingtheregion, alongwith
weak southwest monsoon
winds.Mumbai witnessed
significant rainfall at several
locations on Friday, while
other parts of Maharashtra

remained under cloudy
skies. Temperatures held
steady without much

increase, but the combination
of humidity and intermittent
rain created a muggy and
uncomfortable atmosphere
for residents.Meteorologists

predict that this
pattern  will
continue
through the
weekend,
with light to
— -/ moderate
rainfall and
?a the
' possibility
thunderstorms.
Since the onset of the
monsecon, rainfall has been
moderate, with Colaba
recording 30 mm and Santa
Cruz47.1mmoverthe pastsix
days Despite temperatures
being slightly below
average—32.2°C in Colaba
and 31.7°C in Santa Cruz—
the high humidity contributed
to a warm sensation. Notably,
SantaCruzreceived 14 mm of
rain on Friday, while Colaba
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India urgesglobal collaboration on heat-
humidity indexamidrising heatwaves

New Delhi, June 7 (UNI)
Indiahas calledforenhanced
global  collaboration to
developareal-time, localised
heat-humidity index tailored
toregionalvulnerabilitiesasit
noted that such climate
extremes are trans-
boundary and systemic
threats."India has taken a
proactive and forward-
thinkingapproachtoextreme
heat risk management under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,"
said Dr PK Mishra, principal
secretary to the Prime
Minister.

Delivering the keynote
address during the special
session on Extreme Heat
Risk Governancein Geneva,
he stressed that rising
temperatures pose a
systemicriskto publichealth,
economic  stability, and
ecological resilience.
“Heatwaves are trans-
boundaryand systemicrisks,
particularly for densely
populated urban areas,’
Mishra said as he welcomed
the UN body's efforts to
advance a Common
Framework for Extreme Heat
Risk Governance,
describingitasavitalplatform
for shared learning,
guidance, and  global
collaboration, said a
statement here While urging
global stakeholders to invest
intechnology exchange, joint

research, and accessible
knowledge platforms
through the  Common

Framework for Extreme Heat
Risk Governance, Mishra
called for a global focus on
developing a localized heat-
humidityindexbasedonreal-
time data to enhance early
warning systems, advancing
building technologies and
passive cooling innovations
that are affordable and
culturally appropriate.Under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
country has adopted a
proactive and integrated
strategy to confront extreme
heat, he said adding, “India
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has moved beyond reactive
disasterresponsetoforward-
looking preparedness and
long-term mitigation.

"He cited the National
Disaster Management
Authority (NDMA)'s
guidelines on heatwave
management, first issued in
2016 and revisedin 2019, as
foundational in enabling
localised Heat Action Plans
(HAPs), the sfatement
added.

He also applauded the
pioneeringAhmedabad Heat
Action Plan, which
demonstrated how early
warnings, institutional
coordination, and grassroots
outreach can significantly
reduce heat-related
deaths.India's  approach,
Mishra noted, is a whole-of-
government and whole-of-
society effort, involving
ministries of health,
agriculture, labour, urban
development, water, power,
and education. "More than
250citiesanddistrictsacross
23 heat-prone states have
implemented HAPs with the
NDMA's support. These
plans have resulted in

improved surveillance,
hospital readiness, and
awareness campaigns,

contributing to a marked
reduction in  heatwave
mortality,” he added.Mishra
highlighted the role of public
health institutions, civil
society, academic pariners,
and local governments,
stressing the wvalue of
traditional knowledge and
local experience in shaping
effective interventions.
‘Extreme heat deeply
impacts communities,” he
said, “and India has made
schools and health centers
central to its strategy of
climate resilience.”

remained dry Similar weather
is forecast for districts
including Jalgaon, Nashik,
Pune, and Nagpur, where
isolated thunderstorms are
also anticipated. This weather
pattern extends from Madhya
Maharashtra to Coastal
Andhra Pradesh, as well as
parts of Karnataka and
Telangana, where cloudy
conditions prevail Despite the
challenges posed by the

monsoon,  farmers  are
reporting success,
exemplified by a local grower
cultivating Iranian dates
organically and earning
notable  profits.Rain s

expected to continue over the
weekend, although
thunderstorm activity may
decrease if  conditions
change.

29 countries, the Prime
Minister said India
recognizes the small island
developing states as large
ocean countries and the
need for special attention to
their vulnerabilities.
'Strengthening  Early
warning systems and
coordination is crucial,’ he
said, adding that a global
digital repository of
learnings and best
practices of building back
from disasters would be
beneficial for the entire
world.Highlighting the
theme of the conference,
‘Shaping a Resilient Future
for Coastal Regions,” Modi

underscored the
vulnerability of coastal
regions and islands to
natural  disasters and
climate change

He cited recent

disastersincluding Cyclone
Remal in India and
Bangladesh, Hurricane

Beryl in the Caribbean,
Typhoon Yagiin South-east
Asia, Hurricane Helene in
the United States, Typhoon
Usagi in the Philippines,
and Cyclone Chido in parts
of Africa and emphasized
that these disasters had
caused significant damage
to lives and property,
reinforcing the need for
resilient infrastructure and
proactive disaster
management.

Recalling India's past
experiences with
devastating disasters,
including the super-cyclone
of 1999and the tsunami of
2004, the Prime Minister
emphasized how India
adapted and rebuilt with
resilience, constructing
cyclone shelters across
vulnerable areas and
contributing to the
establishment of a tsunami
warning system benefiting
28 countries.

Govtissuesadvisoryfor curbingunfairtrade
practices one-commerce, online platforms

New Delhi, June 7 (UNI)

As part of the government's
broader strategy to
strengthen consumer

protection in digital era and

curb unfair practices in e-
commerce and online
services, the Central
Consumer Protection

Authority (CCPA) has asked
all e-commerce platforms to
take necessary steps to
ensure that their platforms do
not engage in deceptive and
unfairtradepracticewhich are
in the nature of dark
patterns. The CCPAissued an
advisory to bolster ongoing
efforts to 'strengthen
consumer protection in the
digital era and curb unfair
practices in e-commerce and
online services,' an official
statementsaid on Saturday.
Alle-commerce platforms
have beenadvisedto conduct
self-audits to identify dark
patterns, within three months
oftheissueoftheadvisoryand
take necessary steps to
ensure thattheir platforms are
free from such dark
patterns.The  e-commerce

Threearrested for demanding Rs 1L extortion from meat seller

New Delhi, June7: The Faridabad police

have arrested three men

demanding Rs 1 lakh in extortion from a local
meat seller. An FIR in the matter was
registered at the Mujesar police station.
According to police, the complainant, Anil a
resident of Rajiv Colony in Faridabad and
owner of a meat shop at Hardware Chowk
reported that he received a WhatsApp call
from an unknown number on May 30. During
the caller threatened him and
demanded Rs 1lakhas extortion. Onthe night

the call,

for allegedly

of June 4, three men identified as Akshay,
Salman and Sumit arrived atAnil's shopina

black Scorpio.

Theyallegedly took Rs 10,000 from himby
force, claiming it was on behalf of two
individuals named Rohit and Vicky. They
further threatened to kill him if the full extortion
amount was not paid. Following the incident,
Anil approached the police, and an FIR was
filed. During the investigation, ateam from the
Border Crime Branch arrested the three

b "f';.x

accused on
Friday.
They
have been
identified as
Sumit (30),
aresident of
Fatehpur
Chandila
village and
Mohammad

» ’”Akshay 28)
and

Mohammad

Salman (28), both residents of Dabua Colony,

questioning.”

Faridabad. “Duringinterrogation, theaccused
confessed that they are close friends and had
demanded the extortion on the instructions of
a man named Vicky to establish their
dominance in the area,”
police spokesperson.
been taken into police remand for further

said a Faridabad
“The accused have

Mumbai police book filmmaker ManishGupta  India’s active Covid cases riseto 5,
forstabbing driver oversalary dispute

Mumbai, June 7 (UNI)
Bollywood filmmaker Manish
Gupta has been booked for
allegedly stabbing his driver
with a kitchen knife following a
salary dispute, police said on
Saturday.According to
Mumbai police, the incident
occurred on Thursday night at
Gupta's residenceinthe Sagar
Sanjogbuilding inAndheriarea
of a Mumbai suburb .Police
sources said the victim, 38-
year-old driver Mohammad
Lashkar, had worked with
Guptaforthreeyears, earninga
monthly salary of 723,000.
However, Gupta reportedly
never paid his salary on time,
leading to frequentaltercations
between them. Gupta also
failedtopaylashkar'ssalaryfor
thepreviousmonthandsacked

him.On June 5 when Lashkar
demanded his pending salary,
Gupta allegedly refused to pay
and reportedly took aknifefrom
the kitchenand stabbedhimon
the right side of his body.The
Versova police  station
registered an FIR against
Gupta on June 6 under
Sections 118(1) (voluntarily
causing hurtorgrievous hurtby
dangerous  weapons  or
means), 115(2) and 115
(voluntarily causing hurt), and
352 (intentional insult with
intent to provoke breach of
peace) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita.Sources in Versova
policesaidthatsofarGuptahas
not been arrested, but police
served him a summons
directing him to appear in the
police station.

New Delhi, June 7 (UNI)
India is witnessing a fresh
increase in Covid-19 cases,
with active infections climbing
to 5, 758, according to the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare'supdateasof8amon
Saturday.A total 391 new
cases and four deaths were
registered in the past 24
hours. One fatality each was
from Tamil Nadu, Madhya

Pradesh, Kerala and
Maharashtra, as per the
ministry’s Covid
dashboard.While overall

hospitalisations remain low,
health authorities are closely
monitoring the evolving
situation, especially with the
emergence of new
subvariants.Kerala is
currently leading the spike,
having reported 127 new
infections, pushing its active

caseload to 1,806 — nearly
halfofthe country'stotal active
cases. Other states
contributing to the recent
surge include West Bengal,
which recorded 26 new cases
(activecasesnowat622), and
Delhi, which added 73
infections (active tally at 655).
Maharashtra, which
experienced major outbreaks
in previous waves, reported
29 new cases, bringing its
cumulative case countto 577,
aspertheCentralgovernment
data.According to the World
Health Organization's (WHO)
May 2025 classification, two
new subvariants — LF.7 and
NB.1.8.1 have been
labeled as Variants Under
Monitoring. These variants
are not yet considered
Variants of Concern or
Variants of Interest, but they

UK Foreign Secretary Dawd Lammyln New Delhi, to meetPMModi, EAM

New Delhi, June 7 (UNI)
UK Foreign Secretary David
Lammy is visiting New Delhi
today, to further advance the
India-UK relationship during
talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, External
Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar, besides other
government  officials His
visit comes after the two
nations agreed on the Free
Trade Agreement, which is
settoincreasetrade by more
than pounds 25 billion every
year.Foreign Secretary
Lammy will meet with Prime
Minister Modi on his second
visit to India to discuss
ongoing economic  and
migration partnership, a
statement from the British
HC said.The Foreign
Secretary will also welcome

progress in the migration
partnership, including
ongoing work on

safeguarding citizens and
securing borders in both
countries. Addressing
migration remains a top
priority for the government -
the Foreign Secretary is
focused on working
internationally with global
partners to secure the UK's

A

borders at home.Foreign
Secretary David Lammy
said: "Signing a free trade
agreement is just the start of

our ambitions - we're
building a modern
partnership with India for a
new global era. We want to
go even further to foster an
even closer relationship and
cooperate when it comes to
delivering growth, fostering
innovative technology,
tackling the climate crisis
and delivering our migration
priorities, and providing
greater security for our
people.”

The Foreign Secretary
will also meet with leading
figures in Indian business to
discuss how we can unlock
even greater investment by
Indian business in the
UK.Qur investment
relationship supports over
600,000 jobs across both
countries, with over 950
Indian-owned companies in

the UK and over 650 UK
companiesin India. In 2023-
24, India was the UK’'s
second largest source of
investments in terms of
number of projects for the
fifth consecutive year.

Talks will also take stock
of progress, following a
commitment by the UK and
Indian Prime Ministers to
take forward an ambitious
UK-India Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership.

The trade deal is a key
example of the progress
being made since the last
meeting between  the
Foreign Secretary and his
Indian counterpart. It follows
the signing of the UK-India
Programme of Cultural
Cooperation Agreement in
May and pounds 400 million
oftrade and investmentwins
boosting the British and the
Indian economy at the
Economic and Financial
Dialogue in  April.The
Foreign Secretary is also
expected to address the
recentescalationintensions
following the Pahalgam
terrorist attack and how the
welcomed sustained period
of peace can be best

supported in the interests of
stabilityintheregion.OnMay
2, the UK and India signed a
new UK-India Programme of
Cultural Cooperation to
boost collaboration across
the arts and culture, creative
industries, tourismand sport
sectors.

Theagreementwill open
the door for increased UK
creative exports to India and
enable more partnerships
between UK and Indian
museums and cultural
institutions, helping to grow
UK soft power.

At the 13th UK-India
Economic and Financial
Dialogue (EFD) in April,
Chancellor Rachel Reeves
welcomed pounds 400
millien of trade and
investment wins set to boost
the British and the Indian

economy and  deliver
economic  growth and
security for working
people.David Lammy

travelled to India on his first
official visit as Foreign
Secretary in July last year,
when he announced the

landmark UK-India
Technology Security
Initiative.

platforms, based on self-audit
reports, have also
encouraged to give self-
declarations that their
platformis notindulginginany
dark patterns.

The self-declarations by
the platforms will enable fair
digital ecosystem along with
building  trust  between
consumers and e-commerce
platforms.The CCPA also
issuednoticestoe-commerce
platforms in some cases that
have been found violating the
Guidelines for Prevention and
Regulation of Dark Patterns.
'All e-commerce platforms
are, therefore, advised to
refrain ~ from  deploying
deceptive design interfaces
that mislead consumers or
manipulate their decision-
making,’ the statement
said. The CCPA has been
keeping a close watch on the
violation of the Guidelines
issued for Prevention and
Regulation of Dark Patterns.
Instances of dark patterns
have been noticed on e-
commerce platforms.The
Department of Consumers

Affairs also constituted a Joint
Working  Group  (JWG)
comprising representatives
from Ministries, regulators,
voluntary consumer
organizations and NLUs. The
mandate of this JWG is to
examine and undertake
measures to identify
violations of dark patterns on
e-commerce platforms and
share the information with the
Department of Consumer
Affairs on regular intervals.
The JWG shall also suggest
appropriate awareness
programmes for creating
awareness amongst the
consumers.

The Department of
ConsumerAffairs had notified
Guidelines for Preventionand
Regulation of Dark Patternsin
2023 and specified 13 dark
patterns including False
urgency, Basket Sneaking,
Confirm shaming, forced
action, Subscription trap,
Interface Interference, Bait
and switch, Drip Pricing,
Disguised Advertisements
and Nagging, Trick Wording
and Rogue Malwares.

Dayaftergiving deaththreatsto Delhi
CMRekha Gupta, 25-year-old man held

New Delhi, June 7 : A25-
year-old man was
apprehended on Saturday for
allegedly giving adeath threat
to Delhi Chief Minister Rekha
Gupta, police said. Though he
has been identified as Shlok
Tripathi, a police source said
the accusedisafraudsterand
frequently changes his
identity. He was arrested by
the Delhi Police and is being
interrogated inthe office of the
force's Special Cell in
northwest Delhi, an official
said. The accused made the
threat on the emergency
helpline 112 in neighbouring
Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh
on the intervening night of
Thursday and Friday.

B

are suspected fo

Asia.Meanwhile, the JN.1
strain remains the most
dominant variant in the
country, accounting for53% of
all positive cases, based on

genomic data from the Indian

SARS-CoV-2 Genomics
Consortium

(INSACOG).Althoughthereis
currently no  significant

be
contributing to rising infection
numbers not only in India but
alsoinChinaandotherparts of

The GhaZ|abad pollce

alerted their Delhi
counterparts and also
dispatched a team to
Panchwati Colony, from

where the call was reportedly
made, the caller managed to
evade  getting  caught
Assistant Commissioner of
Police, Ghaziabad, Ritesh
Tripathisaid.

758; 4deaths reported in24 hours

- B

" increase in hospital
admissions, health
experts warn that public
complacency  could
reverse recent
progress. The virus
continues to evolve,
with symptoms such as
fatigue, sorethroat, and
. gastrointestinal

¥ discomfort becoming
more common with newer
sfrains.

The Ministry of Health
urges the public to continue
following basic preventive
measures, including regular
handhygiene, wearing masks
in crowded or poorly
ventilated spaces, and getting
tested at the first sign of
symptoms. Those who test
positive are strongly advised
to isolate immediately to
preventfurther spread.

Kharge, Rahuland Priyanka
greetpeopleonEidul-Adha

New Delhi,
(UNI) Congress president

June 7

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Leaderof OppositioninLok
Sabha Rahul Gandhi and
party general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
Saturday extended
greetings to the people on
the occasion of Eid ul-
Adha.On his social media
handle X, Mallikarjun
Kharge said, "Eid al-Adha
celebrates the noble
values of selfless sacrifice,
trust, and forgiveness. As
we celebrate this joyous
occasion, may we all unite
to foster stronger fraternity

-
and work towards a
peaceful, harmonious, and
just society. Eid

Mubarak!"Meanwhile,

Rahul Gandhi, in his post,
said, "Eid Mubarak to
everyone! May love and

understanding fill  our
hearts and unite us
all."Wayanad MP,

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra on
X said, "Eid al-Adha
Mubarak to alll On this
joyous occasion, may love,
peace, and prosperity fill
every home. Wishing
everyone happiness,
blessings, and a spirit of
brotherhood.
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RBLBankempowers communitiesin Nagpur
through Educationand Healthcare initiatives

J Rill

Nagpur, 7 June . RBL
Bank, one of India's leading
private sector banks, today
hosted it's its
flagshipCSRinitiativesUMEE
DandDhanvantarinNagpur.B
yorganisingtheseimpactfulpr
ogrammes on the same day,
the Bankreinforced its
commitment to improving
education and healthcare
access for underserved
communities inthe city.

The event was graced by
the Hon'ble Chief Minister of
Maharashtra, Shri
DevendraFadnavis, as the
Chief Guest. Several other

esteemed dignitaries,
including, Balakrishnan
Natarajan, Head - CSR
AnshulChandak, Head-

Treasury and Rohit Agrawal,
Head-FIGU alongwith senior
RBL Bank officials were
presentonthe occasion.

22 new Coronavirus positive casesreported
in MaharashtraonFriday, 5364 in Indla

Nagpur 7 June
:Maharashtrareported22new
coronavirus-positive caseson
Friday. With the fast spread of
the new variant of
Coronavirus, the total number
of active cases in India has
gone up to 5364 on Friday,

which includes 764 new
cases.
Four Corona deaths have

also been reported, two in
Kerala, and one each in
Punjab and Karnataka.The

maximum number of
coronavirus-positive  cases
has been reported from
Kerala.

The number of new cases
has risen to 192. Gujarat with
107, West Bengal with 58,
Delhi with 30, and
Maharashtra with 22 come
next. The Centre has directed
allthegovernmenthospitalsto
be prepared to meet the
challenges if the mild
coronavirus infection spreads

fast. The preliminary
symptoms are cough, cold,
fever, exhaustion, headache,
muscular pain,
gastrointestinal problems etc.

Under its UMEED
initiative, RBLBankdistributed
100 bicycles to
underprivileged girl students

inNagpur, addressingacritical
challenge, the lack of
fransportation that often led to
dropouts among school-
goingstudents.
Theeffortaimstofacilitatee
asier saferandamoreaccessi
blecommute, thus
empowering young girls to
pursue theireducationwithout
interruption. Since 2023, the
Bank has distributed over
4,800 bicycles and school kits
across India. RBL Bank's
continued investment in girls'
education demonstrates its
belief in the transformative
power of learning.

Womanin Amravatiduped of Rs
25.53lakhviaonlineinvestment

Nagpur 7 June

:A 26-
year-old woman was duped of
over Rs 25 lakhs, assuring
good returns on investment by

apersonwho identified himself &8

as Jasmit Singh,

as a

representative of New Zealand Gold Merchants Limited. An
online account in the name of Vaishnavi Sonar was opened

through  which the

complainant

transferred Rs

25,553,478 Initially, she was given the returns to gain
confidence. Later, she realized that the money could not be
withdrawn from the account. She later lodged a complaint with
Amravati's Benoda Police Station.Police have registered an
offence againstthe unidentified person and are investigating.

Vedanta’s Nand Ghar to Transform 100 Anganwadisin
Gadchiroli, Maha rashtra th rough Publlc Prlvate Partnership

Gadchiroli, 7dune : Ina

significant step  toward
inclusive rural
development Anil Agarwal
Foundation’s flagship
initiative, Nand Gharhas

signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with
the Zilla Parishad,
Gadchiroli, to transform 100
Anganwadi Centres into
modern  NandGhars in
Maharashtra. The
partnershipwasformalizedin
the presence of Hon'ble Chief
Minister of Maharashtra, Shri

Devendra Fadnavis,
reinforcing  the  state’s
commitment to bringing

inclusive development to its
mostunderserved regions. .

This initiative,
undertaken in collaboration
with the Department of
Women and Child
Development, Government
of Maharashtra, will directly
impact the lives of 3,900
children under 6 years of age

and over 1,700 women and
adolescentgirls.

Themordernised centres
will provide early childhood

education, accesstonutrition
meals, primary healthcare,
and skill-development,
creating an opportunity for
holistic growth and
development.

Theprojectisatestament
to Maharashtra’s
commitment to bridging
development gaps in tribal
areasthroughinnovationand
inclusive partnerships.

With 25 Anganwadis in
Thane, Maharashtra already
transformed into
NandGhars,this
collaboration builds on the
past success and aligns with
India's Integrated Child
Development Services
(ICDS) and Poshan 2.0. It
also advances UN
Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) 4 (Quality
Education), 2 (Zero Hunger),
and 5 (Gender Equality)
placing children and women
at the center of inclusive
progress.

Bank Employee Steals Rs.4.58 Crore from41FD
Accounts, Loses It Allin Stock Market Investments

Kota 7 June:A former
ICICIBankemployee, Sakshi
Gupta, was arrested for
allegedly siphoning off 74.58
crore from 41 customer
accounts over two years.

As a relationship
manager in Kota, she
reportedly misused the funds
hopingforhighreturnsbutlost
it all.According to a media
report, Sakshi Gupta worked
at ICICI Bank's Shriram
Nagar branch in Kota from
2020 to 2023. She was
arrested by Udhyog Nagar
police on May 31 after a
detailed
investigation.Investigators
revealed that Sakshi Gupta
accessed over 110 accounts
of 41 customers between
2020 and 2023 by misusing
the 'User FD' system and
carried out multiple illegal
transactions. She allegedly
invested the siphoned funds
inthe stock market, hoping for
quick profits.

The fraud continued for
over two years without
customers realising that their
money was being
withdrawn.However, Gupta's
planbackfiredassheincurred
heavy losses in the stock
marketand couldn’treturnthe
money to the customers'
accounts.

To hide the fraud, she

reportedly changed
the contact numbers
linked to the
accounts, preventing
customers from
receiving transaction
alerts.

According to a

media report, sub-
inspector  lbrahim
Khan of Udhyog

Nagar police station
said, “She linked the

phonenumbersofher -

family members to these
accounts and withdrew more
than 7?4 crore. She even
devised a system to receive
the OTPs on her system so
that the account holders
wouldn't get a whiff of the
fraud."Khan further said that
Gupta used the account of an
elderlywomanand passed 7?3
crore through it without her
knowledge."She
systematically  transferred
funds, sometimes using the
account of an elderly woman
who had no knowledge of the
activity as a pool account. By
mid-February 2023, over 7?3
crorehad passedthroughthat
single account,” the police
officer was quoted as saying
by TOI.

The case came into light
onlywhenacustomercameto
the bank to ask about his FD
account.

The bank then filed a
report with the police on
February 18.

ICICI Bank acted
quickly after uncovering
the fraud, filing an FIR
immediately.

“The interest of our
customers are of paramount
importance to us.
Immediately upon
discovering the fraudulent
activity, we filed an FIR with
the police,” a spokesperson
told LiveMint.

The bank has suspended
Sakshi Gupta and settled
claims of affected customers,
adding, “We have a zero-
tolerance policy against any
fraudulent activity and thus
suspended the employee
involved. We would like to
reassure that genuine claims
of impacted customers have
beensettled.”

Man Found Dead in Locked House in Vihirgaon;
Hudkeshwar Police Launch Manhunt for Accused Friend

Nagpur 7 June :A
murder investigation s
underway after the body ofa
manwasdiscoveredinsidea
locked house in Vihirgaon
late Friday night, under the
jurisdiction of Hudkeshwar
Police Station. The
deceased has been
identified as Anil Madhukar
Pawar. Preliminary findings
suggest that Pawar was

killed by a friend following a

heated argument. The
accused allegedly attacked

him on the
headwithagas
cylinder and a
sigdi
(traditional
coal stove),
resulting in
fatal
injuries.Police
suspect personal enmity as
the motive, though further
investigation is ongoing to

establishthe exactcause.

The accused fled the
scene after the incident and
remains atlarge.

Hudkeshwar police have
registered a case of murder
and launched a manhunt to
track down the suspect
Efforts are being made to
gather more evidence and
statements from those close
to the victim.

Assam police ban procession, ralliesin Guwahatl city

Guwahati, June 7 (UNI) :
would be no more rallies, marathon or
in Assam capital

walkathon

Guwahati. The city

commissionerate through an order has
prohibited holding and organizing rallies
and procession in Guwahati in order to
ensure smooth traffic flow in the
city.Deputy Commissioner of Police
(Administration) Guwahati Imdad Ali in
"To ensure
smooth traffic flow in Guwahati, it is
road usage

an order issued stated:

essential to manage

DelhiAirportto Cancel Over 100 Flights Daily During Three-
Month Runway Upgrade DIAL Prepares for Smooth Operations

Delhi, 7 June : GMR
group-led Delhi International

Airport Ltd (DIAL) expects .

minimal flight disruptions
during the closure of Runway
10/28 for upgradation
between June 15 and
September 15. According to a
media report, fo prevent a
repeat of April's delays and
cancellations—caused
sudden wind pattern changes
and limited runway
availability—DIAL has worked
closely with airlines and
aviation authorities over the
past few weeks to adjust flight
slots and ensure smoother
operations during the three-
month period.According to

DIAL CEO Videh Kumar Jaipuriar,
airlines will cancel atotal of 114 flights

arrivals
the

per day—both
departures—during

to handle the

including enhancements

by:-

runway
closure, amounting to around 8% of
the daily 1,450 flights. He noted that
the usual cancellation rate is around
3-3.5%, s08% is stillmanageable. In
addition, 43 flights will be shifted from
peak to non-peak hours to reduce
congestion. Jaipuriar emphasized
that, unlike in April, DIAL and the
airlines are better prepared this time
situation
effectively Runway 10/28—one of
the four runways at Delhi's Indira
Gandhi International Airport—is set
to be upgraded to CAT 3B standards,
to

Once completed,
and

not reduce flights

its

Instrument Landing System (ILS).

the runway will
support low-visibility landings from
both ends, unlike the current setup
where only one end is equipped. With
this upgrade, Delhi airport will have
three runways capable of handling
low-visibility operations, significantly
improving its ability to manage flight
movements during North
dense winter fog—often a cause of
major disruptions at the country’'s
busiest airport.DIAL initially began
upgrading the runway in April-May
and closed it in April. However, poor
coordination with airlines—who did

combined with sudden changes in
wind patterns, caused widespread

India’s

reduced
minimize

sufficiently— December,

delays and cancellations for several
days. As India's largest and busiest
airport, disruptions at IGIA have a
ripple effect on flights nationwide.
Following public outcry, the Ministry
of Civil Aviation (MoCA) stepped in,
directing DIAL to reopen the runway
and postpone the upgrade to avoid
impacting the peak summer travel
season. Airlines were also instructed
to adjust flight slots to match the
runway capacity

inconvenience.DIAL wants to finish
the runway upgrade before the busy
festival season from October to
which is followed by
winter when fog often disrupts flights
at Delhi airport. The three-month

land

and
passenger

period ending on September
15isagoodtime forthe airport
and airlines to do the work.

. According to Jaipuriar, when

fog causes delays during
westerly runway operations, it

" usually takes about three

hours to get back to normal.
But during easterly
operations, itcantake uptosix
hours. After the upgrade,
Runway 10/28 will allow low-
visibility landings from both
ends, so the time needed to
recover from fog delays will be
the same for both directions.in
simple terms, westerly and
easterly runway operations
meanthedirection planesland
andtake off, whichdependson

the wind. Planes usually take off and

against the wind. During

westerly operations, the wind blows
fromwestto east, soplanesland from
theeastandtakeofftowardsthewest.
During easterly operations, the wind
blows from east to west, so planes
land from the west and take off
towards the east According to data
from DIAL, during low visibility at
IGIA, the airport can handle 30 flight
arrivals per hour when operating in
the westerly direction. But during
easterly operations, this capacity
drops to just 15 flights per hour. After
Runway 10/28 is upgraded,
arrival capacity during easterly low-
visibility conditions will improve to
match that of westerly operations.

the

There

town

police and causing

events, Ali

procession,

efficiently. Processions/ rallies often J
leads to significant traffic congestion, -'
affecting the free movement of vehicles
inconvenience to
commuters and other citizens."Such
made
challenges for citizens and lead to
crowdingandcongestion. They mayalso
delay emergency services,
impacting public safety.""The order said
to minimise inconvenience and prevent
anticipated traffic congestion all types of
rally, run, marathon and

it clear, create

thereby

pya..  Walkathon
2, within
“"*c-» . Guwahati
§* city shall be
> F restricted,"
S said  the
order."The

orderhasbeen |ssued underSection 163
of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Samhita, 2023 and comes into affect
immediately," he said, adding that
violation ofthis ordershall be punishable
under Section 223 of BNS.

RBIRepo Rate Cutto 5.50%: How It Will Impact
Your Home Loan EMIsand FD Returns

Nagpur7 June : Inanunexpected move
on Friday, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
announced a 50 basis points reduction in the
repo rate, bringing it down to 5.50 percent.
Following the three-day Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC) meeting, RBI Governor
Sanjay Malhotra revealed a larger-than-
anticipated rate cut. Experts say this decision
willimpact bank fixed deposit holders and new

home loanborrowers.

WhatAre Experts Saying?

Experts say that if banks pass on the
benefits, the RBI's decision to reduce the repo
rate is expected to help new home loan
borrowers by lowering their monthly EMls. For
example, a borrower with a loan of ?7.5 crore
over 20 years could see their monthly EMI
decrease by around 72 000, according to
homeloan EMi calculators. However, analysts
alsowarnthatfixed deposit(FD)investors may
face lower returns across different tenors
following the repo rate cutby the RBI.

Cut RBI Repo Rate Impact on Home

Loan

Annuj Goel, Managing Director at Goel
Ganga Developments, explained how the
RBI'sreporatecutwouldimpactmonthly home
loanEMIs.Accordingtoamediareport, hesaid,
“Although the RBI's 50 bps repo rate cut has
been bold and visually striking in terms of
allowing savings for its lenders, the repo rate
N/O is at 5.5%, so home loan borrowers can

savefromtheincrease.”

Here'showthedealworks:ifyoutookaloan
of 750 lakh for 20 years, you could save nearly
?4.7 lakh over the entire loan tenure, which
translates to roughly 71,980 less in your
monthly EMI.Aman Gupta, Director of RPS
Group, explained the relief for home loan
borrowers with a ?30 lakh loan over 20 years.

loan

He said, “Home
borrowers
witha 30 lakhloan
of20yearswillsee
decrease in their
EMIS of about
1,176 per month,
andthebestpartis —

borrowers then have the choicethey caneither

reduce their EMIS or as being discussed here,
retain their current EMI repayments to reduce

Mathpal,

the length of tenure and hence earn a greater
interestsaving,” as per media report.
NewHouseLoanwith NewlInterestRate
“The RBIl has cutthe reporate by 25 bpsin
February and April also,’
MD & CEO of Optima Money
Managers, regarding the total benefit that a
new house loan borrower would receive
following the RBI's repo rate cutin 2025. Since
the RBlhasreducedthereporate by 100 basis
points(25+25+50)in2025, thosewhohave put
off purchasing a home in recent quarters now

stated Pankaj

have a fantastic chance to do so because they

Pankaj

across all

will receive a monthly EMI reduction of
approximately 3,800t0 74,000 onahomeloan
of 50 lakhfor20 years.

Negative Impacton FD Returns
Mathpal
Managers highlighted the potential downside
of the repo rate cut on bank FD returns. He
noted that banks are likely to lower FD rates
tenors after
customers, as per media report. Therefore,
senior citizens and other FD investors are
advisedtolockintheirdeposits now, asexisting
FDswillremain unaffected by the rate change.
Those who miss this opportunity can also
consider small savings schemes or time
deposits offered by the post office.

of Optima Money

notifying their

Nagpur 7 June :The
India Meteorological
Department  (IMD) has
forecast a possible revival of
the southwest monsoon
between June 12 and 18,
after its progress stalled on
May 29.

A weather system is
expectedtoformoverthe Bay
of Bengal around June
12-13, though its
developmentis stilluncertain
duetoconflicting signalsfrom

various forecast modelsThe
extended-range  forecast
indicates alikely revival ofthe
southwest monsoaon
between June 12 and 18,
even if a weather system
does not develop over the
Bay of Bengal. After this
revival, widespread rainfall is
expected over central India,

parts of Maharashtra, and
areas of the southern
peninsula where the
monsoon has  already

arrived. According toamedia
report, the overall progress of
the monsoon will mainly
depend on how evenly the
rainfall is distributed.Hope
returns for dry regions as the
southwest monsoon s
expected to revive between
June 12 and 18, advancing
intocentraland eastern India.
Widespread rainfall,
including some  heavy
showers, is likely over the
southern peninsula and

adjoiningareas. Thisisdueto
strongerwesterlywindsanda
possible off-shore trough
along the west coast. The
monsoon's progress  will
depend on rainfall
distribution and the strength
of monsoonwinds.

Skymet Weather
forecasts the formation of a
precursorcycloniccirculation
over the west-central Bay of
Bengal by June 10, which is
expected to strengthen over

the next 48 hours. This
system is likely to bring
weather activity to the
eastern coast starting June
11 and may follow a slightly
southern  path  through
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana,
Karnataka, and
Maharashtra.

Skymet also predicts the
monsoon will revive between
June 12 and 17, covering
most of the southern
peninsula

Monsoon’s Return Expected to Lower Temperatures Across Central and SoutherniIndia Soon
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I PhonePe tolaunch UPl payments
fornewfeature phone users

Nagpur 7 June:
PhonePe Limited
("PhonePe”), today

announced an IP purchase of
conversational engagement
platform Gupshup’s
proprietary ‘GSPay'
technology stack for enabling
UPl-based payments for
feature phones. GSPay is a
mobile application builtontop
of NPCl's UPl payment
solution for feature phones
(UPlI 123PAY). PhonePe
plans to customize and
extend this recently acquired
GSPay IP and launch its own
feature-phone based UPI
payment mobile app on new
feature phones in India, over
the next few quarters.
PhonePe aims to provide all
basic UPI features such as
P2P ftransfers, offline QR
payments, and receiving of
money from any other UPI
customer to their mobile
numbers or self-QRs
seamlessly. Theambitionisto

create full payment
interoperability between
feature phone and

smartphone users and bring
crores of Indians who still use

Vyas elected
Vidarbha Carrom
Association chief,

Hussain chief patron

Nagpur 7 June: Former
legislator Girish Vyas has
beenelectedinthe capacity of
Vidarbha CarromAssociation
chief while on the other hand,
Azhar Hussain has been
elected as the chief patron. In
the meeting held at Akola,
Prof. Azhar Hussain handed
over the reins of the
association to Girish Vyas.
Bachher presided over the
meeting while  Pundkar
presented the vote of thanks.
Congratulatory wishes are
pouring in from well wishers
whohavehopedthatwiththeir
election, carrom players and
the sport as a whole in the
regionwould get a big boost.

feature phonesintothe Indian
digital payments ecosystem.
Speaking on this acquisition
Sameer Nigam, Co-Founder
and CEQO at PhonePe said,
“We are excited about
acquiring the GSPay
technology stack and using it
to bring UPl payments to
India's extensive feature
phone wuser base. This
segment of users has been
historically underserved by
the digital financial industry
and the broader startup
ecosystem. We hope we can
enablecroresofthesefeature
phone customers to
participate in India’s
burgeoning digital payments
market”  According to
industry data, India had
approximately 24 Crore
feature phone users in 2024,
and an additional ~15 Crore
feature phone shipments are
expected over the next five
years. This represents a
significant  opportunity in
bringing users who have so
far been left out of the digital
payments ecosystem into the
fold, thereby driving financial
inclusion.

OneEarth! OneFuture! CelebratingWorld Environment
Daywithaspecial Metroride andtree plantationdrive

Nagpur 7 June: Jhankar
Mahila Mandal WCL, Anviti
Foundation Central Bureau
of Communication, Maha
Metro, Nagpur and SVK
Shikshan Sanstha, jointly
celebrated World
Environment Day with a
heartwarminginitiativeaimed
at inclusion and
environmental awareness. A
special Metro train ride was
organized for specially-abled
and underprivileged children,
giving them a joyful and
empowering experience of
public transportation. The
excitement and smiles on the
faces of the children turned
the metro into a moving
celebration of hope, equality,
and accessibility.Following
the ride, a Tree Plantation
Drive was conducted nearthe
Khapri Metro premises,
where the children and
volunteers planted saplings,
reaffirming their commitment
toagreenerplanet. Furtherall
the kids did drawing and
colouring activity on theme
Nature.This initiative not only
instilled environmental
values among young minds

Womandrug peddler held with
MD powderinJaripatka

Nagpur7 June: In a late-
night crackdown, Jaripatka
Police  apprehended a
woman for illegal possession
of MD (Mephedrone) powder,
intended for sale, from her
residence in Lumbini Nagar,
Nagpur. The estimated value
oftheseizedcontrabandisRs
89,860. Around 11:30 pm on
Thursday, June 5, while
patrolling the area, Jaripatka
Police received atip-off about
MD powder being stored for
sale at the house of one Anil
Gajbhiye. Acting on the
information, the police team
reached the location and
found the accused, identified
as Priti Anil Gajbhiye (45), at
home, A search conducted in
the presence of panch
witnesses led to the recovery
of44.93 grams of MD powder

hiddeninazip-lock pouchina
kitchen  container.  The
accused confessed to
possessing the contraband
for financial gain. Police
registered a case against
Gajbhiye under Sections 8(c)
and 21(b) of the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances (NDPS)Act. She
has been taken into custody,
and further investigation is
underway. The operationwas
carried out under the
guidance of DCP Niketan
Kadam and ACP Satyawan
Bandiwar, with the active
participation of Pl Arun
Kshirsagar, PS| Shashikant
Tayade, and other personnel
including constables Pankaj
Thakur, Tarang Sharma,
Pramod, Mangesh, Rahul
Chouhan, and Namisha.

but also highlighted the need

for inclusive community-
driven action towards
sustainability.Chief =~ Guest
Smt. AbhaDwivedi, President
Jhankar MahilaMandaland a
noted philanthropist, graced
theoccasionand appreciated
the efforts made to empower
the children and nurture
nature simultaneously.\While
Smt.Gayathri  Vatsalya
President SVK Shikshan
Sanstha during her welcome
address spoke about
advantages of educating and
involving younger generation
today ensures they grow into
responsible stewards of the
Earth.Smt.Shefali

Dudhbade, Secretary, Anviti
Foundation shared her
experience and guided the

I s e ey r—"—

participants about simple tips
and eco friendly measures
and highlighted the
importance of Community
participation for multiplying
the impact and spreading
environmental
consciousness. Sumit
Rathor, Environmental
enthusiast and active tree
planter, saidtakingpartineco-
projects, builds leadership
skills, responsibility, and a
sense of ownership toward
the planet's well-
being.Shri.Tiwari,  Central
Bureau of Communication
was prominently present. The
eventwas a beautiful blend of
compassion, inclusion, and
eco-consciousness, true to
the  spirit of  World
Environment Day 2025.

Dayanand Arya School Principal faces backlashas
teachers, managementrefute harassmentallegations

Nagpur7June: TheArya
VidyaSabha, whichmanages
Dayanand Arya Kanya
Vidyalaya in Nagpur, has
firmly denied the allegations

made by the schools
suspended principal, Geeta
Vikas Harwani. The

organization has described
heraccusationsas"baseless,
misleading, and an attemptto
divertattentionfromanofficial
inquiry initiated against her.”
In a strong rebuttal issued on
Wednesday, the Sabha
clarified that the charges of
mental harassment allegedly
caused by Secretary Rajesh
Lalwani and Executive
Member Vedprakash Arya
are “entirely false.”
Supporting the Sabha's

Trafficchaos on Koradiroad as bridge repairs
and encroach ments choke city arterial roads

Nagpur 7
Commuters on Koradi Road
are facing severe ftraffic
congestion due fo ongoing
repairs on the Railway
Overbridge (ROB) between
Mankapur Stadium and Fars.
After structural cracks were
found, one lane of the ROB
was shut down for three
months, forcing two-way
traffic into a single lane and
causing major  delays,
especially during peak
hours.Adding to the chaos,

Repeat offenders externed for cattle smuggling in Sadar

Nagpur?7 June: In a
strong crackdown on the
growing menace of cattle
smuggling, Sadar Police
have issued externment
orders againstseven habitual
offenders, banning them from
entering city limits for a period
of 15 days. The move comes
amid increasing concerns
over illegal cattle
transportation in Nagpur. The
externed individuals have
been identified as Tanveer
Salim Haji Qureshi (34),
Mohd. Irshad Abdul Wahab
alias Badshah Qureshi (44),
Saheb alias Shobi Noor
Qureshi (35), Mohd. Imran
Zaheer Qureshi (36), Raheel
alias Chhotu Qureshi (36),
AasibAjeebQureshi(36),and
SarfarazAbdulHag (35)—all
residents of the Gaddigodam
area.Despite facing multiple
criminal cases in the past, the
accused reportedly
continued their involvement
in cattle smuggling. Based on
their persistent activities,
Police Inspector Manish
Thakre of Sadar Police
Station took proactive legal
actionandissued externment
notices. Citizens have been
urged to immediately alert
police if any of these
individuals are seen within
citylimitsduringtherestriction

period.In a parallel operation,
SadarPoliceconductedaraid
near the railway tracks in
Gaddigodam and rescued

eight cattle that were
allegedly confined for illegal
transport. Inanotherincident,

Tehsil Police freed 12 cattle
from the possession of Ayub
Aslam Qureshi, a resident of
Ansar Nagar, Mominpura. He
was arrested on the spot, and
the rescued animals were
shifted to a local shelter for

rehabilitation.

Police authorities have
reiterated their commitment
to taking strict action against
cattle smugglers and
protecting animal welfare in
theregion.

June:

the  adjoining

service road—

meant to be an

alternative

"B route—isriddled
with illegal

W parking,

‘ encroachments,

and poor

maintenance.

Near liquor  shops,
vehicles are parked
haphazardly, and heavy
vehicles use the narrow lane,
worsening traffic.

The nearby Railway
Underbridge (RUB)nearFars
is also in poor shape. Loose
paving blocks and a lack of
drainage cause severe
waterlogging during rains,
making it unsafe for
use.Although repair work on
the ROB finally beganinearly

June after weeks of delay,
another bridge section near
Koradi Naka is also under
construction, adding to the
traffic burden. Meanwhile,
authorities have taken little
action to clear roadside
encroachments, including a
weekly market near Vox
Cooler that occupies the full
service lane on Mondays,
leading to frequent
jams.Despite the availability
of alternate routes, there's
been no serious effort to
manage commercial activity
or regulate parking.
Residents and commuters
are urging civic authorities to
expedite repairs, improve
underpass conditions, and
reclaim encroached service
roadstorestoresmoothtraffic
flow onthis crucial stretch.

stance, over 30 staff
members have reportedly
raised concerns  about
Harwani's behavior during
her tenure. In a video
statement, 25 teachers have
also spoken out against her,
describing the work
environment under her
leadership as “challenging
anddistressing.”

The controversy began
after Mrs. Harwani's
suspension, following which
an inquiry committee was
constituted, Instead  of
cooperating with the
investigation, the Sabha
claims she approached the
Minority Commission with
misleading complaints and
fled two FIRs, which they

allegeare partofa “calculated
distraction.” "We stand by the
integrity of ourinquiry process
and will not succumb to
external pressure,” said Arya
Vidya Sabhain its statement.
“We urge Mrs Harwani to
present her evidence before
the inquiry panel instead of
resorting to publicdefamation
andlegaltactics.”

The Sabha reiterated its
commitment to transparency
and fairness, stating that it
welcomes any evidence that
could assist in a thorough
investigation. This case has
stirred significant attention
within the city's educational
circles, with many now
awaiting the findings of the
internal probe.

Sewage makeover for Nagpur region:
15 towns to get STPs, city set to beneflt

Nagpur 7 June: Ina major
step toward cleaner cities and
healthierwater bodies, Nagpur
and 15 surrounding towns are
on track to receive a significant
sewage infrastructure upgrade
under the Swachh Bharat
Mission (Urban) 2.0. The
Maharashtra Urban
Development Mission has
approved the construction of
modern Sewage Treatment
Plants (STPs) across smaller
urban areas, with Nagpur city
also set to benefit from
improved regional wastewater
management. The 15 Urban
Local Bodies (ULBs) in the
Nagpur division — including
towns like Kamptee, Katol,
Saoner, Ramtek, and
Kalmeshwar — will see new
STPscapable oftreating atotal
of 54 million litres ofwastewater

per day. While these facilities
will be built in smaller towns,
Nagpur city will see indirect
relief, with reduced sewage

inflow into its already
overburdened rivers, Nag and
Pili. Part of a wider state plan
covering 358 ULBs, the project
aims to create a total sewage
treatment capacity of 1,654
MLD using CPHEEO-
approved technology and
following strict environmental
norms. Notably, treated water
fromthe STPswillbereusedfor
non-potable purposes like
gardening and construction —
helping conserve fresh water.

Bhagwat hails unity after Operation Sindoor, urges continued resolve

Nagpur 7 June: RSS
chief Mohan Bhagwat on
Thursday addressed the
concluding event of the
Karyakarta Vikas Varg for
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh volunteers in Nagpur
and said the political class
showed mutual
understanding and the
society gave a message of
unity after Operation Sindoor.
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) chief Mohan
Bhagwat has praised the
Indianpoliticalleadershipand
civilsociety fordemonstrating

rare unity and mutual
understanding in the
aftermath of the deadly

Pahalgam terror attack and
India's subsequent military
response, Operation
Sindoor. Speaking on June 5,
Bhagwat underscored the
need to make such cohesive
action a permanent fixture in
India's approach to national
security. Referring to the swift
retaliation on May 7 under
Operation Sindoor, which
targeted terrorist camps in
Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir (PoK),
Bhagwat said, “The political
class showed maturity and
mutual understanding, while
society sent a message of
unity. Such coordination

strengthens our internal
resolve.” The Pahalgam
attack on April 22 had left 26
civilians dead, triggering
widespread outrage across
the  country.  Operation
Sindoor was carried out with
precision by Indian armed
forces, garnering praise from
across the political spectrum,
including leaders from the
BJP, Congress, AAP, and
various regional parties. “The
governmentacted swiftly and
decisively, and the armed

forces delivered a powerful
message to our enemies,”
said a joint statement from

multiple political parties,
which also extended
unconditional support to the
security forces. Bhagwat,
however, used the momentto
stress the importance of
ongoing vigilance. “Unity
during crisis must not be
episodic. We must maintain
this alignment going forward,
not just for security but for
social cohesion,” he said. He

Namelessindeath: Over 90 unclaimed bodies

Violation of RTE norms |n ZP school: High Court orders Status Quo

Nagpur 7 June: The
Nagpur Bench of the Bombay
High Court has issued a notice ‘
and status quo order in
response to a petition filed by §
Nalanda Meshram, alleging
that a Zilla Parishad (ZP)
school in Hingna is in violation

ofthe Rightto Education (RTE) =i {e=1ileTp)

Actnorms. As perthe RTE Act,
one teacher is required for
every 35 students in each

subjectcategory. However, this m_

guideline has not been followed at the
said school. Hearing the petition, Justice
Abhay Mantri directed the Chief
Executive Officer of Zilla Parishad
Nagpur, the Primary Education Officer,
andthe Headmistress ofthe ZP schoolto
submitwritten responses. The petitioner
was represented by Advocate Rigved
Dhore, who informed the court that
despite being notified, none of the
respondents were present during the
hearing.

RTE ActViolated, Says Counsel

The petitioner’s lawyer argued that

the transfer order issued by the ZP CEO
violates Sections 19and25oftheRightto
Free and Compulsory Education Act,
2008.

As per Schedule 1(B) of the Act, for
every class with more than 35 students,
at least one teacher per subject is
required — specifically for Science &
Mathematics, Social Studies, and
Language. The school had over 35
students enrolled by September 30,
2023, for the academic year 2023-24,
justifying the need for three teachers.

Petitioner’s Transfer Contested

The petition also
~ challenges an order passed
based on Natification dated
March 15, 2024 (Section 1.7,
Table 3), which allegedly
ignored the applicable
provisions under the RTE Act.
As per this order, the petitioner
-~ wasrelievedfromdutyeffective
" May 29, 2025, and was
instructedtoreportto ZP school

“ 8 at Pardasinga. The court was
ﬂ informed that the Government

Resolution (GR) on which the order is
based is already under challenge in the
High Court, which had earlier granted a
status quo orderinthatcaseas well.

During the hearing, the court
observedthattheschoolhad41students
enrolled in 2023-24 and more than 36
enrolled for 2024-25 on the student
portal — both exceeding the 35-student
threshold.

The petitioner, being the third
teacher, was essential underthe staffing
pattern, and had not yet been formally
relieved by the headmistress.

found across Nagpurin just5 months

Nagpur7 June: In a haunting reminder of growing urban
apathy, Nagpur has recorded over 96 unclaimed and
unidentified dead bodies acrossthecity injustfive months —a
stark indicator of society's increasing disconnect with its most
vulnerable. Discovered near government hospitals like Mayo,
Medical College, and AlIMS, orlying along footpaths, markets,
and roadsidesin bustling areas like Sitabuldi and Itwari, these
bodiestell asilent story oflives lived and lostinthe shadows —
away from care, dignity, or recognition.

Unnatural deaths expose deeper crisis

Of the 96 cases reported between January and May this
year, 66 were found to have died of natural causes. However, a
staggering 30 deaths were classified as unnatural —involving
substance abuse, heatstroke, accidents, or unclear causes.
Without any identity documents, family contact, or medical
history, the police struggle to determine the exact
circumstances of these deaths. Behind these grim statistics
are individuals — mostly homeless — battling poverty,
addiction, mental health issues, or estrangement from their
families.

These are people who once walked the same roads, now
lying lifeless by them, their stories untold and unheard. “The
number is worrying,” admitted a senior police officer.

"We're seeing a pattern of people slipping through the
cracks—nosupport, nofamily, no help. And indeath, there'sno
onetoevenasktheirname.”

Finaljourneyinsilence

The process after discovery is painfully procedural. The

body is shifted to the morgue,
and a five-day window is kept
open for identification or
claims. In most cases, no one
comes. The police then
complete the legal formalities
and carry out the cremation or
burial  through  municipal
agencies. When
decomposition sets in or the
face is  unrecognizable,
chances of identification are
virtually nil. Attimes, tattoos or
scars offer clues, butrarely do
they lead to closure. The cycle
of anonymity continues.

A growing humanitarian
concernTherisein unclaimed
bodies is more than a statistic
its a human tragedy
unfolding quietly on the city's
streets. Experts and activists

warn that this is the
consequence of inadequate
shelter homes, insufficient

mental health support, lack of
addiction treatment facilities,
and sheer indifference.

also raised concerns about
rising instances of forced
religious conversions,
emphasizing that freedom of
belief must be protected and
respected. “Faith should be a
matter of individual
conviction, not coercion,”
Bhagwat added. This is not
the first time Bhagwat has
advocated for political and
societal unity. However, his
remarks following Operation
Sindoor have added weight,
given the strong bipartisan
and public support the
operation received.
Operation Sindoor has since
been widely regarded as a
benchmarkinindia's counter-
terror strategy, blending
military precisionwith political
consensus.

Analysts say that such
synergy is rare and must be
institutionalized to effectively
respond to future threats.
Bhagwat's statement reflects
a growing sentiment in the
country that national
security is a collective
responsibility, transcending
political rivalries and societal
divisions. As India continues
to face complex security
challenges, the unity
showcased during Operation
Sindoor may serveasamodel|
forfuture responses.

Notice is hereby given that
Platina Heart Hospital, Nagpur
will be destroying Medical
Records including digital records
related to Inpatients and
Outpatients, since January 01,
2021 to December 31, 2021
Records selected for destruction
will include all records for patients
{over 18 years of age at the time of
treatment.) Additionally, records
of minor children at the time of
treatment who are now 18 years
of age or greater are scheduled
for destruction. Medical records
destruction will begin June 10,
2025, If any of the above
information scheduled for
destruction pertains to you and
you would like the information
provided to you; you must provide
Platina Heart Hospital, Nagpur
Medical Records Department with
a signed consent for release of
information and photo
identification.

If you have any questions
regarding the destruction of
medical records please contact
the Medical Records Department

at(0712) 2566555.
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NationalBestFriendsDay Road to justice for the Bengaluru XI

life's ups and downs. They share our joys, help us cope
with our tragedies, and, most importantly, they are
present in both the good and bad periods of our lives. It is
important that you recognise and appreciate the positive
relationships in your life. While friendship celebrations occur
throughouttheyear, June 8is celebrated as Best Friends Day,
mostly in the United States and Canada. Celebrating Best
Friends Day is one of the ways we can say how much we love
ourchosenfamily. Whetherit'saboutsharingsecrets, goingon
a holiday or chatting late into the night, we can't think of a day
without friends. SignificanceThe day is marked to honour the
friendships that bind us to our friends. National Best Friends
Day celebrates the bonds that bind a person to their closest
buddy or group of friends. Your parents, grandparents,
siblings, spouse, coworkers, students, and even pets may all
be considered your bestfriends.
Thedayisallaboutcherishing every minute spent, making
new memories, and being thankful for the relationship you
have. There are no specific customs associated with
commemorating this unigue day. You are free to observe the
special occasion in your own manner. Eating a meal at your
favourite restaurant, sharing heartfelt posts on social media,
going out for a drink with your friends, exchanging thoughtful
messages, and engaging in bonding activities like painting,
dancing, and rock climbing are a few ways to celebrate
National Best Friends Day. You can even plan that long-
pending trip with your best friend/s to your favourite
destination Additionally, you can send gifts like scrapbooks
and personalised jewellery or clothes with "bestfriend” written
over it. Gifts typically have a higher sentimental and
considerate value than monetary purchases Wishes And
MessagesNo matter where we go, or how old we grow, our
bond will be unbreakable for life. Happy friendship day to my
best friend.Happy National Friends Day! may our beautiful
friendship always stay the same.You are the kindest, funniest
and mosthelpful person|'veevermet. Happy National Friends
Day!'Thank you for being my bestie! Happy Best Friends
Day!\We are across the miles, but our friendship knows no
distance. lwishyouahappyfriendshipday.Youhavelightened
up my world with your contagious laugh, and | feel the
happiness around you. You give me hope inthe bad times and
tell me to move oninlife to grow as every bad day comestoan
end.Happy National Friends Day to all the amazing people
whotouchedourlivesduringdifficulttimes.|countmyselflucky

Skyborne Connectivity

B estfnends whethernearorfaraway, help ustonavigate
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E lonMusk 'sStarlinkhasfinally securedacruciallicencefrom

the Department of Telecommunications (DoT) to provide

satellite-based internet services in India, marking a
transformative momentin the country’s digital journey. With this
move, Starlink becomes the third company—after Eutelsat
OneWeband Jio Satellite Communications—togainofficialentry
into the Indian satellite internet space. Amazon's Project Kuiper,
aformidable competitor, remains in limbo as it awaits regulatory
approvals. The approval for Starlink comes after prolonged
delays and negotiations, but its timing—coinciding with a
dramatic public spat between Musk and U.S. President Donald
Trump—nhas added another layer of global intrigue to what is
essentially a major domestic milestone. The licence allows
Starlink to soon apply for trial spectrum, which, accordingto DoT
sources, may be granted within the next 15to 20days. Thisisa
necessary step before commercial deployment, as the frial
spectrumwillenable the company to testits systems, processes,
and compliance with India's security requirements. Importantly,
Starlink must now adhere to stringent Indian regulations,
including provisions for lawful interception of communications,
data localisation, and partial indigenisation of its network
infrastructure.

These rules reflect India's evolving security and data
protection posture, especially atatimewhendigitalinfrastructure
has become as critical as physical infrastructure. Starlink’s
business modelis builton a constellation of low Earth orbit (LEO)
satellites—currently numbering around 7,000, with ambitions to
scale up to over 40,000. Unlike traditional satellite internet that
relies on geostationary satellites located far above the Earth,
Starlink’'s LEOsatellites orbitjust550kilometresfromthesurface,
allowingforlow-latency, high-speed internetaccess. Thesystem
hasalready provenitsworthindifficultterrains and conflictzones,
suchasinUkraine, where Starlink keptcommunicationchannels
alive amidst the fog of war. In the Indian context, this technology
could be agame changer for rural, hilly, and border areas where
laying fibre optics is prohibitively expensive or logistically
unfeasible.Starlink’'sentryintoIndiahas notoccurredinisolation.
QOver the past few months, the company has been busy forging
strategic partnerships with Indian telecom giants such as
Reliance Jio and BhartiAirtel, which together control over 70% of
the country's mobile market. These alliances will be essential for
Starlink to navigate India's complex regulatory and market
environment. Whilethe technology and ambition areimpressive,
successwillultimatelydependonground-levelexecution, pricing
models, and the ability to deliver consistent service across
geographies. However, the broader satellite communication
landscapeinIndiaisstillinflux. The TelecomRegulatory Authority
of India (TRAI) recently submitted its recommendations to the
government regarding pricing and conditions for satellite
spectrum allocation. Only after these recommendations are
accepted and the radio waves officially allocated can companies
like Starlink begincommercial operations. TRAlhassuggesteda
4% adjusted gross revenue (AGR) levy as spectrum charges for
satcom providers—aratemuchhigherthanwhatindustry players
had lobbied for. Moreover, for urban users, an additional charge
of 7500 per subscriber annually has been proposed, though no
such surcharge would apply in rural areas, thereby creating a
natural incentive for rural expansion.

T heywerejustenoughtoform
a cricket team. The
youngest was 13 and not a
single one of the Bengaluru X|—
those who had their lives
snatched from them outside the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium  on
Wednesday—was older than 40.
They were of the city and beyond,
some from other states. Girls,
boys, students, dancers, software
developers. Some were hardcore
fans of the Royal Challengers
Bangalore, who had, at long last,
won their maiden Indian Premier
League title. One did not even
care about cricket, but was
convinced by friends that a selfie
at the venue would be worth the
visit. All of them had one thing in
commeon: they were drawn to a
single location to be part of a
celebration. It was to be an “| was
there” moment.Not one of them
could haveimaginedthatthe price
to pay would be the ultimate one.
When you enlist in the army, go
bungee jumping, attempt to climb
Mount Everest, or run with the
bulls in Pamplona, you know that
there is a real chance that death
could come close. It's a risk you
take knowing what you are getting
into.

But when you go to a cricket
stadium to feel like you are part of
something bigger, to share in the
celebration of an achievement
that has been nearly two decades
inthe making, the biggestworry is
not the chance you have of

returning alive.To
blame any of the
victims would be
perverse beyond
belief, dealing the
unkindest of cuts to
the families of those
who lost their lives.
Yet, it is with deepest
sadnessthatitmustbe |
recorded that what §
happened was not the
city’'s ‘defect’ or a
sporting negligence—
it was an Indian
tragedy. Repeatedly,
when crowds gather, &

for one cause or
another, tragedy
unfolds; yet, as a

collective, we learn nothing.
There is no doubt that the
events of Wednesday afternoon
have shaken Indian society's
consciousness, but not so much
thatitwillactas adeterrent. Notso
much that there will be any
changes of consequence when it
comes to developing
infrastructure that can safely
handle large crowds,
spontaneous surges of people or
exuberant gatherings. Not
thoroughly enough to force
people in power to pause and get
to the bottom of why something
that should never have happened
occurred.A probe has been
ordered, arrests may be made,
officials suspended and monetary
compensation promised. Thisisa

templated response. You can
transposethename oftheteamor
sport, the venue, or the occasion
with a religious gathering, a
clamour to board a train—and the
story would remain depressingly
the same. They dare not say it
aloud, but there will be a few who
will look at the episode and think
that only 11 people died. In India,
it's not a number of fatalities that
triggers righteous outrage.

In 2005, at least 258 died in
Satara, Maharashtra during a
pilgrimage. In 2013, more than
115 were killed in a bridge
collapse in over the Godavari in
Andhra Pradesh. In 2024, the
official count in Hathras, Uttar
Pradesh was 121; the trigger was
atent collapse.In sports, globally,

terrifying: 300 in Peru at a football
gamein 1964,93in Nepalin 1988,
and 126inGhanain2001.Interms
of numbers, the Hillsborough
tragedy of 1989 where 97 people
lost their lives atthe FACup semi-
final between Liverpool and
Nottingham Forest in Sheffield is
probably the most high-profile,
not least because the victims'
familiesbandedtogethertomount
a protracted campaign for justice.
Ittook27 yearsforthe UK courtsto
chargethose responsible

In India, with the judicial
system so overburdened that
even the simplest of disputes can
take decades to resolve, who
knows when, if ever, those
responsible for the events of
Bengaluru 2025 will be brought to

roadshow, we should nothave [it].
Assimpleasitcanget. |knowfans
do get excited, everyone gets
excited; butit's nothing compared
to what happened yesterday’”
Gautam Gambhir, India's head
coach, said. "I was never a
believer that we need to have
roadshows—never. We need to
be responsible. We need to be
responsible citizens and
responsible in every aspect
because every life matters,” he
said. He is right, of course, in
saying that no single life is worth
morethananother, andthatwethe
people  should be  more
responsible. But the human mind
is such that it rarely lingers long
enough to persevere towards a
transformation. As individuals
and a collective, as a populace
and as those who govern, we
moveon, becauseifwestoppedto
actually take stock of each horrific
incident, we might lose the will fo
wake up the next day We forget
not because we are callous, but
because the alternative is too
painful. We forgive not because
we wantto, but because we would
otherwise be consumed. The long
roadtojusticeforthe Bengaluru XI|
has just begun. What shape it will
take, what timeline it will follow,
and what price it will extract is
impossible to predict.

Only one thing is likely: before
there is closure in this case, many
more similarly avoidable
tragedies may well unfold.

the numbers

are equally

book.“If we are notready tohold a

World BrainTumorDay2023 When diseases cross borders,
so must solidarity

brain tumor is a mass growth of
Aabnormal cells in the brain. Various

types of brain tumors exist. Some are
noncancerousandsomearecancerous. ltcan
begin in the brain or cancer can begin in other
parts of the body and then spread to the brain
as secondary braintumors.

World Brain Tumor Day is observed on
June 8 to spread awareness and educate
peopleaboutbraintumors. Various myths and
misconceptions exist regarding brain tumors.
Check below for some facts, history, and
significance ofthe day.

The brain is the powerhouse of the body.
This year's theme for the event is "Protect
yourself — keep away from stress" This year's
theme focuses on developing attention
towards various types of stress and
developing stressmanagementhabitstokeep
the brain safe from different types of tumors.
The keys to the survival of brain tumors are
awareness, early detection, timely treatment,
and adequate follow-up treatment course.
German Brain TumourAssociation (Deutsche
Hirntumorhilfe e.V.), a nonprofit organisation,
firstmarkedthisdayintheyear2000tospread
awareness about brain tumor among the
general public. Deutsche Hirntumorhilfe was
founded in 1998 and has more than 500
registered members from fourteen nations. It
provides support to the patients and their
family members besides scientists and health
professionals.

History of World Brain Tumor Day

Deutsche Hirntumorhilfe declared World
Brain Tumor Day in 2000 as an international
commemoration day. World Brain Tumor Day
is now celebrated annually on 8 June as a
tribute to all brain tumor patients and their
families.

Significance of World Brain Tumor Day

The significance of World Brain Tumor

Day is to shed light on the impact of brain
tumors onindividuals and society as a whole.
Braintumors can affect people of allages, and
they can have serious conseguences on
cognitive and physical functions, as well as
emotional well-being. Through World Brain
Tumor Day, individuals and organisations can
unite and spread awareness and educate
everyone about the life-taking disease.
Further, this day provides the opportunity to
offer supporttothose affected. On'World Brain
Tumor Day, various activities are organized to
spread awareness, such as public lectures,
seminars, fundraising events, and social
media campaigns. These initiatives aim to
improve understanding of brain tumors,
highlightthe challenges faced by patients and
their families, and emphasize the importance
of early detection, proper diagnosis, and
effective treatmentoptions.
Whatis Brain Tumor?

Before understanding what is a brain
tumour, first, we will learn abouttumor. Atumor
is basically an abnormal lump or growth of
cells.In the body, there are mainly two main
types oftumors namel

Forgingthe Future

he recent signing of four ¢
I Production Transfer

Agreements between
Dassault Aviation and Tata
Advanced Systems Limited
(TASL) marks a pivotal
moment in India's aerospace
ambitions. For the first time,
complete  Rafale fighter
aircraft fuselages will be
manufactured outside France
— and that too, in Hyderabad.
Itismore than a business deal,
it is a powerful affirmation of
India’s growing credibility in high-precision
defence manufacturing and an important
stride toward strategic autonomy. Under the
agreement, TASL will manufacture key
structuralcomponents ofthe Rafalefighterjet,
including the front, central, and rear fuselage
sections, in a new, state-of-the-art facility in
Hyderabad. The facility is expected to begin
delivering fuselage sections by FY2028,
eventually ramping up to producing up to two
complete fuselages per month. While India's
acquisition of Rafalejetshaslong beenatopic
of political and strategic discourse, this
manufacturing partnership shifts the narrative
from procurement to production — from
dependence to participation. For Dassault
Aviation to transfer the production of the
Rafale’s core fuselage components — a
critical part of any fighter aircraft's structure —
to India speaks volumes about India's
emergence as a reliable industrial partner in
global defence supply chains. The Rafaleisa
fourth-generation multirole fighter, and its
fuselage demands high levels of precision,
quality assurance, and technological
sophistication. The fact that this responsibility
has been entrusted to TASL reflects the
competence and credibility India's private
aerospace players have earned over the last

w‘.%

decade. This move also underscores the
gradual, butsteady, realisation of the “Makein
India” and AtmaNirbhar Bharat visions. For
years, India's defence procurement has been
plagued by import dependency. Over 60 per
cent of India's defence needs are still met by
foreign suppliers, which creates strategic
vulnerabilities, especially in times of global
disruption. Shifting from being a buyer to
becoming a builder is not a semantic shift— it
is a transformative one. Indigenous
production of key aircraft components, such
as the Rafale fuselage, helps India gain
mastery over critical manufacturing
processes, reduces long-term costs, and
provides an impetus to the local aerospace
ecosystem. Thesignificanceofthisdevelopmentis
multifaceted. First, it demonstrates the success of
India’s private sector in carving a niche in a domain
traditionally dominated by the publicsector. TASL, in
collaboration with global defence majors like
Lockheed Martin and Boeing in the past, has
consistentlyprovenitscapabilitytodeliveraerospace
components with world-class precision. With this
new partnership, Tata moves anotch higher—from
component manufacture to structural integration —
bringing India a step closer to full-spectrum aircraft
manufacturing. avionics support, quality
certification, .

Donald Trump, withdrew from

global health engagements |
through a petulant exit from the World
Health Organization (WHO) and the
evisceration of its international aid
agency, twoeventsin Genevaon May
19 unfurled the flag of global
solidarity.One, international
negotiations on the Pandemic Treaty
ended, with all participating WHO ™
members agreeing on the final text. §
Thetreatywascheeredbyananxious _4
world badly bruised by Covid's
devastation and wary of more zoonotic
pandemics onthe horizon. ltisthe second-ever
global health treaty to be concluded under
auspices of the WHO, after the Framework
Convention for Tobacco Control adopted in
2003.

Thesecondwastheconveningofaforum—
Digital Health Without Borders—to advance
digital health applications across the world with
impact, efficiency and equity. The event,
organised by Dr Rajendra Gupta from India,
was addressed by WHO's Director General
Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus and leading
digital technology experts as well as prominent
representatives from the domains of medicine,
nursing and public health. They advocated
universal access to impactful digital health
technologies to prevent pandemics and
promote primary care-led universal health
coverage.

These affirmations of a ‘one world
approach are reassuring in a polarised political
environment where the US and some other
countries are retreating from adherence to
principles of global solidarity. While the US and
Argentina have quit the WHO, western
European nations like the Netherlands and
Germany have reduced their commitments to
global aid. Trump and Musk have eviscerated
USAID, whichwas amajor contributor toglobal
healthprogrammesaimedattacklinginfectious
diseases like HIV-AIDS and tuberculosis, as
well as maternal and child health protection.
Scientificagencieslikethe National Institutes of
Health have been disconnected from global
research.

Global health, as a policy and practice
domain, evolved through stages. Initially,
colonial powers like Britain and Belgium
invested in establishing institutes for ‘tropical
medicine’ to protect their soldiers, traders,
administrators and local labourers from
infectious diseases like malaria and cholera.
After decolonisation, western nations talked of
‘international health® while engaging with
developing countries. The HIV-AIDS pandemic
triggered a scare and made western nations
directresourcesforits control across the globe.
Inthisera, aidcamewithmany strings attached.
It enabled researchers from high-income
countries todesign and directresearchin other
countries, while gaining publications and
patents. It provided an opportunity for western
funders to mandate use of medical
technologies supplied by their companies and
impose their ‘experts’ and consultancy firms.
UN agencies such as WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA
and UNDP also shaped and supported global
health initiatives, but high-income countries
ofteninfluencedtheiragendas and actions.

After the adoption of the Millennium
DevelopmentGoals (MDGs)bythe UNin2000,
funding for international health came not only
from government aid agencies but also from
rich private foundations like Gates, Rockefeller
and Bloomberg, as well as charities like the
Wellcome Trust.

Recently, the Novo Foundation has
emerged as a major global health funder.
Multilateral lenders like the World Bank and

E venastheUS, led by President

ontinental banks in Asia and Africa support
countries with soft loans for strengthening
national health programmes. These channels
of global health financing continued after
adoption of the Sustainable Development
Goals(SDGs). High-income western countries
have traditionally supported global health
programmes, abiding by their commitments to
global development assistance and as ‘soft
diplomacy' instruments to advance their
geopolitical and trade interests. Later, China
and rich west Asian countries also started
supporting global health programmes for
similar reasons. Apart from bilateral channels,
donor countries have also channelled funds
through UN agenciesto advancetheirstrategic
interests. Amid this economic and political
power play, moral motivation of the global
health enterprise dimmed and global solidarity
became ashibboleth. Inthe era ofinternational
health, donorsposedthequestion“whatcanwe
do for you?” In the era of global health, the
question should have been reframed as "what
canwedotogether?”

The world faces many common threats,
from pandemics and anti-microbial resistance
to climate change and commercial forces
propelling the global epidemics of non-
communicable diseases and obesity. Global
health votaries must utilise both multilateral
forums and bilateral channels to address such
common threats. Simultaneously, high and
upper-middle-income countries must help in
strengthening health systems oflow and lower-
middle-income countries as their frailty will
endanger global health security and economic
stability. This was taught by Covid pandemic.
“No one is safe till everyone is safe” should not
be a vacuous platitude. Access to essential
drugs, vaccines and technologies must be
universal, while co-investments in
development of a multi-layered, multi-skilled
health workforce will benefit the whole world.

Espousal of global health by high income
countries drew impetus from their evangelical
advocacy of economic globalisation as the
mantra for global prosperity. While access to
global financial and labour markets boosted
economic growth around the world, dice were
loaded in favour of rich countries. Even as
Thomas Friedman exulted thatthe ‘world isflat’
due to globalisation, rich countries used
restrictive patent protection practices to show
that even a flat surface can be tilted in their
favour.

But Western enthusiasm for globalisation
vanished when non-western economies
started growing fast. As countries like China,
India, Braziland South Africa gained economic
muscle and unbridied capitalism triggered a
financial crisis in the West, fear of becoming
‘submerging economies’ led western
economies to pursue protectionist policies and
abandon multilateralism.

e ‘'slash and burn' retreat of western
capitalism from globalisation is typified by the
Trump administration's assault on global trade
and health through tariffs and tirades. As the
song on a Disney World ride goes, “Itis asmall
world afterall”,
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'Rising Number of Brain Tumour Patients Calls
for Public Awareness - Dr. Kartik Multani

Nagpur 7 June : There
is still a lack of sufficient »
awareness about brain X
tumours among the public,
which often leads to delayed

diagnosis and hampers

timely treatment.

Considering the growing

number of brain tumour

cases, large-scale

awareness is  urgently

needed, says Dr. Kartik malignant, early diagnosis
Multani, Brain Tumour followed by surgery using
Surgery Specialist at modern technology can
Wockhardt Hospitals, result in a successful
Nagpur, and a Neuro- outcome.

Oncology Fellowship Since the symptoms of brain
holder from Tata Memorial tumours often resemble
Hospital. those of common illnesses,
Dr. Multani stated that patientstendtodelay visiting
symptoms like persistent adoctor.

headaches, vomiting, Wockhardt Hospitals,
seizures, blurred vision, Nagpur, emphasized that if
slurred speech, orweakness symptoms such as frequent
in the Ilimbs are often headaches, unexplained
misunderstood as common vomiting, seizures,
issues and therefore personality or  speech
ignored. However, whethera changes, stammering, or
tumour is benign or imbalance appear, an MRI

and consultation with a
neurosurgeon are essential.
At Wockhardt Hospitals,
under the leadership of Dr.
Kartik Multani, advanced
surgical tools are used for
brain tumour procedures.
These includes
Intraoperative Ultrasound
- for real-time guidance
during surgery,
Fluorescein-Guided

Surgery - to distinguish
tumour cells from normal
ones, Intraoperative
Neuromonitoring (IONM) -
to protect critical areas of
the brain and Endoscopic

Tumour Resection for
minimally invasive
surgery and faster
recovery.

Vidarbha's Only Neuro-
Oncology Fellowship-

Trained Doctor

Dr. Kartik Multaniis the only
neurocsurgeon in Vidarbha
and Central India who has
received specialized training

inNeuro-Oncology from Tata

Memorial Hospital. This
allows him to perform
complex  brain  tumour

surgeries with high precision
and safety.

Many patients fear
undergoing ftreatment for
brain tumours, and there are
several myths in society
regarding the condition.
However, according to Dr.
Multani, awareness and
early diagnhosis can save
lives and lead tc more
effective treatment.

Acknowledging the
seriousness of brain
tumours, Wockhardt
Hospitals offers
compassionate and
advanced treatment
through a team of

specialists equipped with
modern technology. All
essential facilities are
available 24x7 at
Wockhardt Hospitals,
Nagpur.

3 more accused nabbed after encounterin Ferozepurshootoutcase

Chandigarh, June 7 (UNI) The
Ferozepur district police along with
counter intelligence teams have
arrested 3 more accused In the
Ferozepur shootout case after a brief
encounter, police said on Saturday

DIG Harmanbir Gill told media that

hasrisentofive.

One person was shotdead inbroad  of

GurjinderaliasGodha,AmarjitSinghand

daylight and the video of the incident
wentviral onsocial media.

Sonu were nabbed near Ratta Khera
village Friday night. Police have also
recovered four firearms from them.The
number of arrests in the Thursday crime

the

between
groups.

UP family celebrates son's birthday on Chenab
bridge in Katra-Srinagar Vande BharatExp

Jammu, June 7 (UNI)A
family from Varanasi, Uttar
Pradesh, travelling in the first
Katra-Srinagar bound Vande
Bharat Express on Saturday
celebrated the birthday of
their six-year-old son on the
world's highest Chenab rail
bridge to make the occasion
memorable Aday after Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
flagged offthe Katra-Srinagar
train from Katra and
dedicated the Udhampur-
Srinagar-Baramulla-Rail
Link (USBRL}) to the nation,

devotees of Shri Mata
Vaishno Devi at Katra
boarded the first Vande

Bharat train on Saturday
morning to experience a
journeyto Kashmir. Thefamily
from Varanasi cut a cake on
the world's highest railway
bridge. to make the journey
memorable.Rakesh Jaiswal
and Neha Jaiswal of
Varanasi, along with their
three children, reached Katra
onSaturday morning.Assoon
as the family came to know
that the Vande Bharat
Express connecting the
Kashmir Valley to the country
is leaving from Katra to
Srinagar, the family got their
reservation done at Katra
after visiting the Vaishnodevi
temple."Assoonaswegotthe

booking
confirmation
for this train,
we planned
to celebrate
the birthday
of our six-
year-old son
Moksh
Jaiswal,
whose
birthday falls
on June 7, on the worlds
highest railway bridge,” they
said while travelling in the
train.Having Chair car seats
reserved in coach C7, the
Jaiswal family, with cake and
candles ready  started
preparing for the birthday
celebration in the train as
soon as the train crossed the
Anji Bridge,

And when it reached the
world's highest bridge, the
family began the cake cutting
in the coach while other
passengers also wished their
son.Moksh's mother, Neha
Jaiswal, said, “Thisbirthday is
very special for him. We had
never thought that we would
celebrate his birthday in this
way on the world's highest
railway bridge."However, the
enthusiasm of the
passengers to travel in the
first Katra-Srinagar train was
very high, and assoonastrain

26401 ‘Vande Bharat
Express’ left Katra for
Srinagar, the excitement

amongthe passengerswasat
a different level Among the
Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
pilgrims, who had come to
Katrafromalloverthecountry,
many of them booked tickets
and decided to complete their
journey to Srinagar.Amid the
chants of ‘Jai Mata Ki' and
‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, the first

train started its historic
journey.
The passengers said that

they were happy that they got
this opportunity totravel inthe
first train operating between
Katraand Srinagar.

“We have been to
Srinagar many times before,
butreaching Srinagarinjust3
hours was like a dream come
true,” a family from
Bulandshahr, Uttar Pradesh
said.

Congress attacks MP govt for 'not
payingsalary'to 50Kemployees

Bhopal, June 7 (UNI)
The Madhya  Pradesh
government's reported

instruction to all treasury
officers concerning the non-
paymentof salaries to 50,000
stateemployeesoverthe past
fewmonths has prompted the
Congress to hit out at the
government over the
issue.Sources said a State
Financial Intelligence Cell
(SFIC) is operating under the
Commissioner of Treasury
and Accounts Office, which
analyses the treasury data at
regular intervals and also
monitors the salary
withdrawal of employees.
This cell analysed the data of
employee codes of
approximately 50,000
individuals whose salaries
have not been withdrawn
from the treasury software for
the pastfourmonths, sources

added.The cell, after testing

data for December 2024,
found that there are
employees whose code has
been allotted, yet their salary
has not been withdrawn for
four months. The Office of
Commissioner of Treasury
and Accounts has now
reportedly  directed  all
treasury officers to confirm
withreasonswithin15daysas
to why the salaries are not
being withdrawn by
employees.State Congress
president Jeetu Patwari told
media that 50 thousand
employees have 'gone

missing" in the state. Their
salary of about Rs 250 crore
has not been withdrawn. The
government has formed an
inquiry committeetaskedwith
finding out such
employees.Patwari alleged
thatin a state with four lakh 50
thousand employees, if 50
thousand of them have to be
searched, "then what a big
economic and administrative
anarchy it should be" Leader
of the Opposition in the
Assembly Umang Singhar
also raised the issue on the
social media platform X.He
asked whether these
employees are on 'unpaid
leave' or they have been
suspended. "Are all these
only on paper? If the salary of
an employee has not been
withdrawn for months, then
this points to a big scam," he
stated.

shootout,

according to
police,
was the result
enmity

The
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NEP 2020 Implementation Begins: Maharashtra
Studentsto Get New Books and CBSE-Like Curriculum

Nagpur7 June : Withthe
implementation of the New
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
starting this academic year,
school students in
Maharashtra will receive
completely new textbooks.
Sources say Balbharati has
finished printing over 58 lakh
bocks on different subjects.
TheMaharashtra State Board
syllabus is undergoing major
changes to align with the
CBSE-style curriculum, as
recommended by the NEP
2020. These changes will be
introduced in phases—
beginning with Class 1 in the
2025-26 academic year and
gradually covering all classes
by 2028-28. The education
department believes that
aligning the state curriculum
with CBSE standards may
help improve the overall
quality of
education.According to a
detailed government
notification, Hindi will be
made a compulsory third
language for students from
Classes 1 to 5 studying in
Marathi and English medium
schools.Despite the state's
shift towards the CBSE
pattern, the Maharashtra
State Boardof Secondaryand
Higher Secondary Education
(MSBSHSE) will continue to

CBSE iz ®
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CBSE CURICULUM

(Secondary

School
Certificate) and HSC (Higher
Secondary Certificate)
examinations will still be
conducted.Organic food
delivery
The intention is to
increase the love for
Marathi.

Marathi has been made
compulsory in all schools
under the trilingual formula.
However, in Maharashtra,
many Class 1 students from
Guijarati, Sindhi, Telugu,
Tamil, and Urdu-speaking
backgrounds may find it
challenging to understand

Marathi. To help them,
Balbharati has started
printing special  Marathi
textbooks using simpler
language.

The aim behind these
changes is to foster a love for
the Marathi language among

textbooks for Class 1 will not
include notebook pages—an
experimenttried by the school
education department last
year. All regular textbooks for
Classes 1 to 8 will be made
available before the
academic year beginsFor
Class 1, a special teacher’s
handbook is being prepared
inplace ofthe earlier textbook
Khelu-Karu-Shiku.
Additionally, a Hindi textbook
titted Khel Khel Me Sikhe
Hindi will be introduced for
Class 1 students in Marathi
and English medium schools.
For students in non-Marathi
medium schools, a Marathi
textbook  called Majet
Shikuya will be introduced.
These textbooks are
designed to make learning
enjoyable, visually engaging,
and to enhance reading and
comprehension

completed printing and
distributing the Class 1 books
at the taluka level. Printing is
also in progress for simplified
Marathi textbooks meant for
students whose mother
tongue is not
Marathi..Starting from the
academic year 2025-26, the
curriculum and textbooks for
Class 1havebeenupdatedas
per the guidelines of the new
National Education Policy
(NEP). In the following year,
2026-27, new textbooks will
beintroducedforClasses?2, 3,
4, and 6. In 2027-28,
textbooks for Classes 5, 7, 9,
and 11 will be revised, and in
2028-29, curriculum
changes will be implemented
for the key classes of 8, 10,
and 12 Schools across
Maharashtra will reopen on
June 16. Before that, training
forteachers handling Class 1
will be completed by June 15.
The training will span three
days, with sessions of either
one hour or 80 minutes each,
depending on the
subject. Additionally, under
the NEP  teaching at
Anganwadis will also follow
the new guidelines. To
support this change,
Anganwadi workers  will
undergo training lasting
between six months to one

function,

and the SSC students.

This

year,

skills.Balbharati has already

year.

Joyful Eid-ul-Adha celebrations across Kashmir
shadowed by prayer ban atJamla Masud Srlnagar

Srinagar, June 7 (UNI) Eid-ul-
Adha, the festival of sacrifice, is being
celebrated with religious fervor and
traditional gaiety across Kashmir on
Saturday. The largest congregation of
worshippers gathered at the iconic
Hazratbal Shrine on the banks of the
Dal Lake, where thousands offered
Eid prayers.However, the spirit of the
festival was somewhat marred as
authorities did not allow
congregational prayers at the Eidgah
andthehistoric JamiaMasjidinthe old
city. The move drew sharp criticism
from J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah, Kashmir's chief cleric
Mirwaiz Umar Faroog, and Peoples
Democratic Party President
Mehbooba Mufti. Despite this, Eid
spirit was visible across the Valley.
Dressed in their festive best,
worshippers thronged mosques and
designated Eidgahs early in the
morning to participate in the special
prayers. The gatherings passed off
peacefully, withnountoward incidents
reported. Prominent political leaders,
including CM Omar Abdullah, former
Chief Ministers Farooq Abdullah and
Mehbooba Mufti, were among those
who offered prayers at Hazratbal, the
holiest shrine in Kashmir, where the
mood was both solemn and
celebratory.Soon after the Eid
prayers, many families across the
region performed the symbolic
sacrifice of goats and sheep to

Himachal CM felicitates Vice-
President Dhankhar at Raj Bhavan

commemorate the ‘“sacrifice” of
Prophet lbrahim.Kashmir's homes
bustled with the colors of festivity.
Children, dressed in new clothes,
visited relatives to seek blessings,
while elders exchanged warm Eid
hugs and heartfelt greetings.“Eid-ul-
Adha is about attending
congregational prayer, offering
sacrifices, and spending time with
family and visiting relatives,” said Adil
Ahmed, a Srinagar resident.The
celebrations are set to continue till
Monday, with families planning visits,
feasts, and charitable acts over the
next two days.Meanwhile, Anjuman
Auqaf Jama Masjid on Saturday said
that authorities disallowed Eid
prayers atthe historic Jamia Masjid in
the old city and also put Mirwaiz Umar
Faroog under house arrest.The
managing committee of the Jamia
mosque affairs said the authorities
once again disallowed Eid-ul-Adha
prayers at Eidgah Srinagar, as well as
at the historic Jama Masjid Srinagar,
byclosingthegatesofthemosqueand

deploying police personnel
outside. Traditionally, the
congregational Eid prayers are

offered at Eidgah."Even the Fajr
prayers this morning were not
permitted at JamaMasjid asthe gates
remainedlocked,” the statementsaid,
adding” Miwaiz has alsc been placed
under house arrest.”In a post on X,
Mirwaiz, who is also the Hurriyat

chairman, saiditisforthe seventhyear
in a row that Eid prayers were
disallowed at Jamia. The Eid prayers
have been barred at the Jama Masjid
and Eidgah by the authorities since

2019."Eid Mubarak! Yet again,
Kashmir wakes up to the sad reality:
no Eid prayers at Eidgah, and Jama
Masjid locked down — for the 7th
straight year. |, too, have been
detainedatmyhome,” Mirwaizsaid"In
a Muslim-majority region, Muslims
aredeprived oftheirfundamentalright
to pray—evenontheirmostimportant
religious occasion celebrated across
theworld! Whatashameonthosewho
rule over us, and on those elected by
the people who choose to remain
silent as our rights are trampled over,
again and again,” he added The Lt
Governor administration, which is in
charge of law and order in J&K, didn't
respond to the claims made by the

Anjuman.J&K Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah said he was deeply
concerned about the denial of Eid
prayers at Jamia Masjid.He
questioned the authority of those
making this decision." | have no
information on what basis such a
decision is taken. But one day we will
have to trust our people. They are the
same people who, after the April 22
(Pahalgam terror attack) came out
and expressed their anger and said
they are not with the attack and
condemnedtheact. ... Buttoday, once
again, the Eid prayers were not
allowed at historic Jamia ... | feel that
the government should think again at
some point,” Omar told reporters in
Srinagar.PDP Chief Mehbooba said
thelocking of Jamia Masjid on Eid and
house arrest of Mirwaiz is highly
condemnable and is an “interference
inourreligious affairs.”

BJP's Lalpura thanks PM and Khattar for
approving two more units for Rupnagar plant

Shimla, June 6 (UNI)
Himachal Pradesh Chief
Minister Sukhvinder Singh
Sukhu today paid a courtesy
visit to Vice-President of India
Jagdeep Dhankhar at the Raj
Bhavan in Shimla.During the
meeting, the Chief Minister
honoured the Vice-President
with atraditionalHimachalicap
and shawl, along with a
memento  symbolising the
State’s cultural pride.He also
presented locally crafted
products made by women's
self-help groups under the
National Rural Livelihood
Mission, reflecting Himachal
Pradesh's commitment to
preserving its heritage while

promoting economic
empowerment at the
grassroots level The

interaction between the two
leaders was cordial and
focused on a range of
development-related issues
concerning Himachal

Pradesh.The Vice-President
appreciated the efforts being
madebythe State Government
inimproving infrastructure and
livelihood opportunitiesin rural
and remote areas.Chief
Minister Sukhualsobriefedthe
Vice-President about ongoing
initiatives in the fields of
education, health, and
sustainable development, with
a special focus on green
energy fransition and
tourism.Senior state officials,
including Rajesh Sharma,
Secretary of General
Administration, and C.P
Verma, Secretary to the
Governor, werealsopresentat
the meeting, alongside other
dignitaries.

Deprived Scheduled Castes community receiving
rightfulshare, respectunder BJP govt: Haryana CM

Chandigarh, June 7 (UNI) Haryana Chief

Minister

Nayab Singh Saini,
delegation of the Deprived Scheduled Castes
(DSC) community from across the state, today said
thecommunityisnow receiving itsrightful share and
respect under the BJP government.He said that in
the recent announcement of approximately 3,500
government recruitments, 605 posts have been

addressing a

reserved for the DSC community and 604 posts for

other Scheduled Castes. This is a strong step
he added Saini
acknowledged the long struggle of the DSC
community and stated that their efforts are now

toward social justice,

also

s yielding
] positive
‘ results.
Future
generations
will be
empowered
and strong,
he said,

while addressing a delegation of the DSC
community athisresidence, Sant Kabir Kutir. Onthe
occasion, membersofthe DSC community honored
the Chief Minister with a turban and expressed

developed nation.

gratitude for implementing categorisation within
reservations for the DSC community. They also
invited the Chief Minister to attend the Sant Kabir
Jayanti celebration to be held in Sirsa on June
11.The Chief Minister, calling the members of the
community "warriors”, said theturban placed on his
head is not just his honor but the honor of the entire
community.In other remarks, the CM said the real
strength ofthiscountryliesinits poor, labourers, and
marginalised communities. These are the very
peoplewho, throughtheirhardwork, are making the
biggest contribution to transforming India into a

Chandigarh, June 7
(UNI) Bharatiya Janata
Party's Rupnagar district
president  Ajayvir  Singh
Lalpura has thanked Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Union Power Minister
ManoharLalKhattarforgiving
the go-ahead for installation
of two new 800 MW power
units at the Rupnagar
Thermal Plant.

He stated thatthis historic
decision by the Modi
government regarding the

Rupnagar Thermal Plant will
cater to the energy needs of
not only Punjab but the entire
northern region of
India.Lalpura said that Union
Minister Manohar Lal Khattar
has approved the installation
of two new 800 MW power
units at the Rupnagar
Thermal Plant, adding a total
new generation capacity of
1,600

megawatts Additionally, a
total of 2,400 MW of extra
electricity generation projects

for Punjab have received the
green light.He said “This
project will provide affordable
and uninterrupted power to
millions and will strengthen

Punjab’s energy self-
reliance, giving a new
direction to industrial
development."He also

informed that the maximum
limit for coal supply distance
has been increased from
1,000 km to over 1,500 km,
ensuring a smooth fuel
supply”.

Punjab Minister Sondh alleges ploy by Congress
leader Ashu to gain political sympathy

Ludhiana,June6(UNI)AamAadmiParty
(AAP) Punjab Minister Tarunpreet Singh

Sondh today alleged

orchestrated by Congress leader Bharat
Bhushan Ashu to gain political sympathy
Ludhiana
election.Addressing a press conference,
accompanied by AAP Punjab Working
President Amansher Singh Shery Kalsi,
Minister Sondh highlighted that a vigilance
notice purportedly issued against Ashu was
"part of a deceitful ploy devised by Ashu
himself".Uponinvestigation, itwas uncovered
that the vigilance SSP who issued the notice
was a former classmate and close friend of
Ashu.He revealed that Ashu manipulated his
connections to fabricate the notice, aiming to
portray himself as a victim and divert public
attention from his alleged multi-crore
corruption in a school land scam.“This is
possibly thefirsttimein India’s political history
that a politician has stooped so low and
fabricated summons to play a victim card.
Ashu’s intent was clear—to garner sympathy
by portraying himself as a target of the current
government,” said Sondh.He added that the
fabricated notice aimed to shift focus away

ahead of the

conspiracy

which  Ashu
and his
West by- associates,

brother,

conspiracy.

from the multi-
crore school
land scam, in

including his ¥
have - .:}
been accused of misappropriating prime land
meant for a school. The scam has deeply
impacted parents, students, and alumni of the
school, who are now demanding justice and
action against those responsible. The AAP
leader that the Congress party is "resorting to
desperate and unethical tactics out of fear of
imminentdefeatin LudhianaWest"."Thislevel
of dishonesty and manipulation reflects the
crumbling  moral
leadership," he stated.Sondh assured the
publicthatstrictactionhas beentaken against
the vigilance officer
"The officer who misused his
position to favour Ashu has been suspended.
TheAAPgovernmentiscommittedtoensuring
a corruption-free administration and will take
all necessary steps to expose and punish
those who exploit publictrust,” he affirmed.

Hr

fabric of Congress

involved in this
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Single level promotion scheme forashram
schoolteacherslaunched

MLC Sudhakar Adbale's efforts bear fruit

Wadi 7 June (NAGPUR

Adbale had put forth a

POSTITC): MLC Sudhakar _ﬁ-‘ T

demand during the budget
session through a starred
guestion for starting single-
tier promotion scheme and
incentive  allowance  for
teachers and non-teaching
staff in the aided VJINT
ashram schools run by the
Other Backward Bahujan
Welfare Department in the
state. Finally, the government
took cognisance of the
demand and approved it and
issued a government
directive in this regard on
Juned. Asaresultofthis, there
is an atmosphere of
happiness among the
employees of the aided VINT
ashram schools across the
state. The scheme of single-
tier promotion for VJNT
ashram school employees
working in tribal Naxal-
affected areas was launched
as per the government
directive of the Social Justice
Department on December 3,
2007. However, onMarch 13,
2020, the department issued

a government directive and
ordered the closure of this
scheme and recovery of the
benefits received as these
employees are noteligible for
this benefit. Employees from
across the state expressed

their anger against this
directive and filed writ
petitions in the
Nagpur/Aurangabad bench
of the High Court against this
directive. The decision of the
petition was in favour of the
employees and the
departmental officers were
directed to take a decision
within 6 months and provide
benefits to the employees.
However, after realising that

the government was not
approving this benefit even
aftera period oftwo years, the
office bearers ofthe Shikshak
Sangh were upset and met
legislator Sudhakar Adbale
and demanded justice. They
followed up on this matter
from the district level to the
ministry level. However, after
realising the chaotic
management of this
department, MLC Sudhakar
Adbale drew attention to this
issuein the budget session of
the state legislature. The
department's minister Atul
Save gave an enthusiastic
response and instructed the
officials to issue orders
immediately.

Finally, the government
issued a directive and
approved the benefits of a
single level  promotion
scheme to all the eligible
VJINT  Ashram school
employees working in tribal
Naxal-affected areas. Due to
this, an atmosphere of
happiness is seen to be
prevailing among the ashram
schoolemployees.

Kharif Season Planning
Meeting Held at Yawali
Shaheed

N P Amravati 7 june: To
provide timely guidance for
the upcoming Kharif season,
a pre-sowing  planning
meeting was held at Yawali
Shaheed under the guidance
of Taluka Agriculture Officer
Prashant Gulhane and
Mandal Agriculture Officer
Nita Kawane. Assistant
Agriculture  Officer  Jyoti
Thakre interacted  with
farmers and discussed key
preparation aspects.

The session included
guidance on seed selection
and treatment, fertilizer
management based on soil
testing, zerotillage, broadbed
furrowtechnigueforsoybean,
innovative  raised  bed
cultivation for pigeon pea,
improved planting methods
forcotton, and orchard advice
for oranges. Farmers were
also briefed on applying for
subsidized and
demonstration seeds via the
Mahadbt portal, 100% seed
subsidy schemes, AgriStack
farmer ID, and the PM-Kisan
Yojana.

Maharashtra class Xl admissions: What's next after FYJCregistration?
meritlistonJunes, admlssmns begln onlJune9

Nagpur 7 June: The
deadline for the Class 11
online admission process in
Maharashtra ended on
Thursday, with animpressive
12.71:295 students
completing their registrations
across the state. Among
them, 1,21,645 students are
from Mumbai alone,
according todata released by
the state's education
department. The general
merit list will be released on
June 8, marking a key phase
in the centralized admission
process. Following this,
physical admissions will be
conducted from June 9to 11,
as perthe schedule released.

Technical Glitches Hit
Process

Many students
encountered technical
glitches while registering on
the department's official
software platform, causing

widespread difficulties and

Thousands
prompting
and

delays.
affected,
Secondary Higher
Secondary Education
Department to initiate urgent
troubleshooting measures.
Officials stated that as of the
night of June 4, over S00
pending complaints had been
successfully resolved. The
department has assured that
students who still face issues
will be allowed to complete
their registrations during a

were
the

Ourdoorsare openfor Badgujar: Bawankule

Nagpur 7 June: Despite
significant internal opposition,
including from Nashik West
MLA Seema Hiray and other
BJP functionaries, state BJP
president  Chandrashekhar
Bawankule has indicated that
the door remains open for
Sudhakar Badgujar — the
recently expelled Shiv Sena
(UBT) deputy leader — to join
the saffron party.Badgujar had
been accused by the BJP of
being  anti-national  after
purported video clips surfaced
showing himwith 1993 Mumbai
Bomb Blast convict Salim
Kutta. However, Bawankule,
speaking in Nashik at a
workshop for over 550 party
office-bearers from the Nashik
division, asserted that an
individual is not a criminal until
proven so in a court of
law.VWhen asked about
Badgujar potentially joining the
party, Bawankule said, "The
doors are open toall those who
want to join the party." He
acknowledged the existing
"bitterness, misgivings, and
misunderstandings” between
Badgujar and current BJP
leaders, citing their past
electoral contest in the
assembly
elections.Bawankule added
that he and Girish Mahajan

were "looking into the matter".

He emphasized that no
deadline had been set for a
decision on Badgujar's

inclusion."It will take time. After
all, the party is striving for the
developmentofsociety and the
country, and we want fo
increase the party bases. We
will decide appropriately and
accordingly ifanybodywantsfo
join us without any conditions "
Bawankule said.Inresponse to
the question that party
functionaries felt accepting
Badgujar into the party fold
would malign the party image,
Bawankule said, "Making
allegations against a person is
onething, and conviction by the
court is another. | personally
believe that no one should
judge any person based on
allegations."Regarding  the
Thackeray brothers coming
together, Bawankule said the
partyhasnothingtodowiththeir
decision, especially when the
Mahayutiis strongerthan ever

Twocalveskilledinleopard attack

Ramtek 7 June
(NAGPUR POST/TC):
Incidents of attacks by wild
animals like leopards and
tigersinrural areas of Ramtek
talukadonotseemtostop. On
Wednesday morning, a
leopard killed two calves tied
together in a farm cowshed.
This incident has created an
atmosphere of panic in the
area. A leopard attacked the
animals tied in the farm of
Damodar Kupale, a resident
of Dongri in Ramtek forest
area, on Tuesday-
Wednesday night and killed
two calves. According to the
information received, farmer
Damodar Kupale had tied his
animalsinthefarm’'scowshed

as usual on Tuesday evening
and returned home. When he
reached the farm on
Wednesday morning, thetwo
calves were found dead.
Farmer Damodar Kupale
informed the villagers and
Ramtek forest circle officials
about this development. On
receiving information about
the incident, the concerned
forest officials reached the
spot and conducted a
panchnama of the incident
site,

They informed that a
report would be prepared
soon and submitted to the
senior officials and the farmer
would be provided with
governmentassistance.

specialwindowfrom June 9to
1.

Full
Schedule:

June 8 — General Merit
Round

June 9-11 — Physical
Admission Process

Admission

June 10 - CAP
(Centralized Admission
Process)Round

June 11-18 — Physical
Admissions under Reserved
Quotas

Registration Stats

Out of the total number of
students who initiated the
admission process:

12,15.190 paid
registration fee,

12,05,162completedand
locked Part 1 of the
application,

11,29,924 completed and
locked Part2,

11,29,933 students have
submitted applications forthe
regularadmission round

The education
department has not yet
released data on the number
ofstudentswhoappliedunder
quotacategories, butupdates
areexpectedsoon. TheClass
11 admission process playsa
crucial role in shaping
academic paths for lakhs of
students, and the authorities
are under pressure to ensure
a smooth and error-free
process for all applicants in
the coming days.

the

Minority commission chief slams
Nitesh Rane’ scommenton Eid

Nagpur 7 June: Pyare
Khan, chairman of the
Maharashtra State Minority
Commission, has criticised
the recent statements made
by Minister Nitesh Rane,
accusing him of sowing
divisions and targeting Indian
Muslims in the name of
Pakistan. Rane had
questioned the sacrifice of
animals during Eid Al Adha,
called for a celebration of a
‘virtual Eid’" and said India
does not operate under
Shariah law.“Nitesh Rane
keeps making the same
hurtful comments again and
again,” Khan said. "He taunts
Indian Muslims by draggingin
Pakistan, why? The truth is,
those who chose to go to
Pakistan did not believe in
India. But those who stayed
here, they are the honest
ones. They believe in this
country, and people admire
them for that. Maybe that's
whatisbotheringNiteshRane
the most," Khan said. He was
talking to the media in Nagpur
on Tuesday.Khan expressed
concern that Rane’s
statements are not just
harmful to society, but also
risk dragging down his own

party. “By speaking like this,
Nitesh Rane is damaging the
image of the BJP. These are
personalstatements, butthey
reflect on everyone,” he said.
Healsoissuedafirmwarning.
“If communal tensions rise
because of such comments,
the Minority Commission will
act. We have the power under
Section 10toissue anotice. If
a riot happens, and it is
because of his words, we
won't hesitate to hold him
responsible.” When
contacted, Nitesh Rane said,
“  was expecting a
responsible person like him
fromtheMuslimcommunity to
come out and support the
stand of celebrating eco-
friendly Bakrid. Thatwill solve
alotof problems and stop this
Hindu-Muslim  divide for
good.”

351st Coronation Anniversary of ChhatrapatiShivaji
Maharaj Celebrated with EnthusiasminPusad

NP Pusad 7 June: The
351st anniversary of
Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj's coronation was
celebrated with great fervour
and devotion in Pusad, under
the initiative of Shri Gurudev
SevaMandal.

The event was presided
over by the Mandal's Taluka
President, Prof. Prakash
Lamne.

Notable guests included
Haribhakta Parayan (H.B.P.)
Dilip Maharaj Bhore, Working
President Prof. Nandkumar

Khaire, \ice Presidents
Nandkumar Pandit and
Manohar  Banskar, and

Pracharak Naresh Dhale.
The celebration took
place at the Mandal's
interfaith community prayer
site located at Jijamata
Chowk in Deshmukhnagar.
The program commenced
with the traditional worship
and floral tributes offered to

portraits of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and
Rashtrasant Tukdoji
Maharaj.

Aseries of devotional and
community-based activities

M

followed, including multi-faith
communal prayers,
devotional hymns, peace
recitations, collective
salutations, recitation of the
Gramgeeta, and the national

pledge.

Addressing the
gathering, H.B.P.  Dilip
Maharaj Bhore and Naresh
Dhale  highlighted  the

reformative contributions of
Rashtrasant Tukdoji
Maharaj, emphasizing that
societal upliftmentis possible
through the ideals of such
revered saints.

Prof. Nandkumar Khaire
narrated various episodes
from Shivaji Maharaj's life,

underlining his valor and

leadership.
In his concluding
remarks, Prof. Prakash

Lamne noted that Shivaji
Maharaj was a pillar of
support for the common
people and remains the only
truly enlightened ruler in
history.

Devotees of Gurudev
presented traditional Khanjiri
Bhajans  with musical
accompaniment, leaving the
audience mesmerized,

Several key members of
the Mandal were present,
including Secretary Adv.
Gajanan Sakhare, Treasurer
Suresh Kadam, and

members Pramod Jaiswal,

Dnyaneshwar Takatode,
Dnyaneshwar Suradkar,
Kisan  Garde, Madhav
Jadhay, Anil Aswar,
Babasaheb Waghmare,

Vitthalrao Yewale, Vasant
Dhone, Yashwant Bhagat,
Dnyaneshwar Ingole,
Shivling Patwe, Raju Puri,
Pandurang Shingare, Kailas
Maske, Shivshankar Nagre,
and women representatives
Chhaya Prakash Lamne,
Chanda Godse, Sandhya
Pawar, andVimal\Waghmare.

A large number of
Gurudev followers from
Pusad city and nearby

villages attended the event.

Shift to organic practices paying Wardha farmersrich dividends

Wardha 7 June: In the
heart of Maharashtra's
Wardha district, an
agricultural  revolution is

occurring, one whose golden
opportunities for sustainable
farmingand rural wealth must
be shared. At its core is Shri
Prabhakarrac Deotale, a
Nandora village farmer who

transitioned from
conventional fo organic
farming, both increasing

revenue and environmental

health, largely because of
training  and practices
inspired by Patanjali

Ayurved's farm extension
work.Deotale, anownerof1.56
hectares of land who grew a
variety of vegetables
conventionally for years,
received his wake-up call in
May-June 2019 when he
attended an organic farming
training program conducted
by the Patanjali Bio Research
Institute (PBRI) at Nandora.
The workshop was under the
Farmer Samruddhi
Programme of Patanjali, an
initiative to empower farmers
through  ancient Indian
knowledge systems blended
with modern organic
principles. During histraining,
Deotale was introduced to a
widevariety of naturalfarming
inputs and philosophies,

including Jeevamrut,
Beejamrut, cow dung-based
composts, and vermiwash—
all staples in organic farming
protocol. He also learned the
advantages of using straight
(non-hybrid) seed varieties
and natural pest deterrents
over chemical fertilizers and
insecticides. Armed withsuch
knowledge, Deotale took a
dramaticturn. InJuly 2019, he
set aside 0.50 acres (0.20
hectares) of his land for
chemical-free cultivation of
brinjal through the use of the
Harshal (Ankur) variety.

His initial results were
promising enough for him to
harvest in September of the
same year. The shift to
organic practices resulted in
drastic reductions in the cost
of inputs and sustained
improvements in soil health.
On the advice of Patanjali,
Deotale made homemade
Panchgavya and
Dashparni—a mixture
natural plant products and

other things to manage
nutrients and control
pests. Panchgavya and

Dashparni was applied to the
field as remedies
recommended in Patanjali's
farmer manuals, and they
helped keep plants healthy
and minimised the need for
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commercial chemlcals The
integrative organic system
reduced pesticide costs and
enhanced plant health.
Notably, field observations
showed healthier, stronger
plantgrowth andimmunity, an
important parameter of crop
and soil health under organic
conditions.

Deotale initially sold his
crop twice a week on the
campusofalocalmedicaland
engineering  college in
Sewagram. Despite the
limited exposure, the higher
price of organic brinjal
ensured a superior income.
His success has drawn
attention and imitation from
other farmers in the district.
Deotale’s commitment
extends beyond his field. A
poet and singer, he
composed Marathi songs
detailingthe healthhazards of
chemical farming—lessons
he absorbed during
Patanjali's RPL (Recognition

Govtclerkbooked for threateningwoman officer
outside her re5|dence inPratapnagar

Nagpur? June: A clerk
from the Social Welfare
Departmenthasbeenbooked
for allegedly threatening a
female officer at her
residence in Pratapnagar,
after wrongly assuming that
she was responsible for
delaying his  voluntary
retirement application. The
incident, which occurred
around midnight on June 3,
has triggered panic in the
department. Theaccusedhas

been identified as Sushil
Shinde, a resident of
Bhilgaon, Kamptee.

According to police, Shinde
had submitted a voluntary
retirement application to the
woman officer in March this
year. The officer had
forwarded the application to
the government for approval.
However, as no decision was

B

made on the file, Shinde grew
frustrated and mistakenly
assumed that the officer had

deliberately stalled the
process.In recent weeks,
Shinde began creating a
nuisance at the office and
allegedly issued threatstothe
officer. The situation
escalated dramatically on
Tuesday, around 1AM, when
he arrivedin a car outside the
officer's residence in the
Pratapnagar area.According
to the complaint, Shinde

parked his vehicle in front of
the gate and began honking
continuously, forcing the
officer and her family
members to come outside.
Allegedly under the influence
ofalcohol, he verbally abused
the officer and threatened to
kill her, He even tried to ram
the gate with his car in an
attempt to break it, creating

panic among the family
members. The family
immediately informed the

police control room, which
alerted Pratapnagar Police.
However, by the time the
police arrived, Shinde had
fled the scene.Based on the
complaint filed by the woman
officer, Pratapnagar Police
have registered a case
against  Sushil  Shinde.
Further investigation is
underway.

of Prior Learning) training. By
performing these songs
locally, he has become an
organic ambassador,
sensitizing other farmers and
villagers to the dangers of
pesticides and the promise of
natural methods. What
makes Deotale's journey
remarkable is the blend of
tradition and innovation.
Patanjali's approach—
rooted in Vedic agriculture
and fortified by modern
training—has given farmers
like Deotale the tools to
achieve profitability without
compromising the
environment or health. As
awareness of food safety and
sustainable farming grows,
Deotale's success is more
than an individual
achievement. It is a potential
model for rural
transformation, where local
know-how, sustainable
technologies, and strategic
placement of the market
coalesce to create strong
farm systems.

As chemical farming
continues to brew as a cause
of controversy, examples like
that of Deotale show that
maybe the future does lie in
returning to our roots, with
institutionslike Patanjaliinthe
lead.

Neglect by Pathrot
Gram Panchayat Leads
to Health Hazards

Pathrot7 June: Despite
government campaigns
promoting "Clean Village,
Beautiful  Village," the
Pathrot Gram Panchayat in
Achalpur Taluka has turned
ablind eye to sanitation.

Widespread filth,
blocked drains spilling foul
water onto roads, and
garbage piles have turned
the village into a breeding
ground for diseases.

The Vitthal Temple area
is surrounded by waste,
making even basic
movementdifficultforlocals.
The publictoiletnearthe bus
stand has remained
unusable for five years. The
increasing mosquito
population is heightening
the risk of vector-borne
diseases, leading to
widespread public outrage.

RajapethPolice Solve Two Theft Cases; Two Accused Arrested and Property Worth Rs1.45 Lakh Recovered

NPAmravati,June7:ina
significant breakthrough,
Rajapeth Police have
successfully cracked two

separate theft cases by
arresting two  accused
involved in crimes of

snatching and theft. The
combined property
recovered in both cases is
valued atRs1.45lakh.

In the first case,
complainant Vaishali
Mahendrarav Chincholkar, a
Recovery Officer at HDFC
Bank, Dastur Nagar,
Amravati, lodged a complaint
at Rajapeth Police Station.
According to her report, on
June 3, 2025, at around 8:00

PM, while she was carrying
Rs21,000 in a bag and
boarding her vehicle, an
unknown person snatched
the bag containing the cash,
removed the money,
discarded the bag, and fled
thescene.

Following the incident,
Crime No. 273/2025 under
Section 304(2) of the Indian
Penal Code was registered.
During the investigation, with
thehelpofCCTVfootagefrom
the crime scene and reliable
intelligence inputs, police
detained one suspect
identified as Akshay Kishor
Meshram (30), a resident of
Mahadeokhori,  Amravati.

Upon  interrogation, the
accused confessed to the
crime.,

Out of the stolen
Rs21,000, police found that
Rs18,000 had already been
deposited into the accused's
bank account. The said
account has since been
frozen. Additionally, a Vespa
moped (MH 27 DP 1452)
valued at Rs80,000, used in
the commission of the crime,
was seized. The total seized
property in this case amounts
to Rs 98,000.

In another theft case,
complainant Sudhir Ravindra
Kapse, a  professional
photographer, reported that

on June 3, 2025, between
10:00 PM and 10:30 PM, his
camera equipment was
stolen from Mahendra Lawn,
Saturna, Amravati. According
to the complaint, a camera
gimbal (stand) belonging to
DGl RONIN, model RS3,
worth Rs47,000, which was
kept on the stage during a
photography  assignment,
went missing. An unidentified
thief had made away with the
equipment.

A case was registered as
Crime No. 271/2025 under
Section 305(A) of the IPC.
Based on CCTV footage and
tip-offs from informants,
police detained the accused

identified as Akshay alias
Golu Ghanshyam Dubey
(27),aresidentofVilasNagar,
Amravati. He confessed to
the theft during questioning.
The stolen gimbal, black and
red in color and valued at
Rs47,000, was recovered
from his possession.

Both operations were

carried out under the
guidance of Police
Commissioner Arvind
Chawariya, Deputy

Commissioner of Police
(Zone2)Ganesh Shinde, and
Assistant Commissioner of
Police Jaydatt Bhavar.

The investigation and
arrests were executed by

Senior Police Inspector Punit

Kulat, PSI Milind Hivare,
Police Hawaldar Manish
Karpe, Police Constables
Pankaj Khate, Ravi Likhitkar,
Gunraj Raut, Vijay Raut,
Sagar Bhajgawre, and Arjun
Kadam.
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AdaniGroup contributes
Rs.74,945 croretaxinFY25

Ahmedabad, June
07:For fiscal year 2025,
the Adani Group's total
contribution to the
exchequer increased by
29 percent to Rs.74,845
crore, from Rs.58,104 &
crore in FY 2023-24,
through its portfolio of list-
ed entities.

Of the total contribu-
tion of Rs.74,945 crore,
direct contributions stood
at Rs.28,720 crore, indi-
rect contributions stood at Rs.45 407 crore, while other
contributions added at 7818 crore.To put it in perspective,
Rs.74,945 crore is roughly the cost of building the entire
Mumbai Metro network-an infrastructure lifeline for mil-
lions of people. It's also nearly enough to host a modern-
day Olympics.Among its publicly listed entities, the lead-
ing contributors include Adani Enterprises Limited (AEL),
Adani Cement Limited (ACL), Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone (APSEZ), and Adani Green Energy
Limited (AGEL).

The details are covered in the independent annual
reports published by seven of the group's listed entities-
Adani Enterprises Limited, Adani Ports and Special
Economic Zone Limited, Adani Green Energy Limited,
Adani Energy Solutions Limited, Adani Power Limited,
Adani Total Gas Limited, and Ambuja Cements Limited.
The figure also includes the tax paid by three other listed
companies-NDTV, ACC and Sanghi Industries-that are
held by the seven companies. The group has also pub-
lished a document titled 'Basis of Preparation and
Approach to Tax' on the websites of its seven entities,
which provides a complete breakdown of Adani Group's
global tax and other contributions. It includes:

W Direct Contributions like global taxes, duties and other
charges borne by Adani portfolio of companies

Bl Indirect Contributions like global taxes and duties col-
lected and paid on behalf of other stakeholders

W Other Contributions like social security etc contributed
for the benefit of the employees

Adani Group considers tax transparency as an inte-
gral part of its broader ESG framework. Through this vol-
untary initiative, the Group aims to demonstrate its com-
mitment to transparency, foster stakeholder trust and con-
tribute to a more accountable global tax environment. The
group strives to harmonize growth with social responsibil-
ity, aiming to transform India's infrastructure landscape
while promoting innovation and creating long-term value
for stakeholders.

Bayer launches BICOTA, aninnovation-backed solution
for managing Stem Borersin Paddy cultivation

New Delhi, 7 June: Bayer, a global enterprise with core
competencies in the life science fields of agriculture and
healthcare, announces the launch of BICOTA, a new product
designedtohelpricefarmersmanagestemborerpestseffectively.
BICOTAcombines Bayer'sexclusiveinnovationtoprovidestrong
protection against these damaging pests. BICOTA will be
available across key rice-growing states, including Punjab,
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Western UP, West Bengal, Chhattisgarh,
Maharashtra, Karmataka, Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, and
Telangana, starting in June 2025. Stem borers can cause
significant damage to rice crops, leading to reduced yields.
BICOTA works quickly to stop the feeding of these pests and
provides longer-lasting protection. With just one application,
farmers can enjoy extra protection for a longer duration as
compared to the other solutions available in the market.
Additionally, itpromotesbetterrootandtillerdevelopment, helping
to enhance overall crop health and address key challenge of
controlling stem borer infestation amid changing weather
conditions while ensuring higher yields. Speaking on the launch,
Mohan Babu, Chief Operating Officer - India, Crop Science
Division, Bayer, said, "Bayer endeavors to make life easier for
farmers through its innovations. With BICOTA, we not only want
paddy farmerstohave solutions thatwill protecttheir cropbutalso
savethemtimeandlabourcostsandhelpimprovetheiryieldsand
income." BICOTA is safe to use and safe to beneficial insects,
making it an ideal choice for farmers and also fits well in the
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices.granular
formulation allows for convenient application, making it easy for
farmersto covertheirfields quickly.

Monthly GST paymentform3Bto become
non-editable from July tax period
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New Delhi, 8 June: GST Network (GSTN) on Saturday
said the monthly GST payment form GSTR-3B will become
non-editable from the July 2025 tax period. In an advisory,
GSTN said taxpayers can make changes indeclared outward
supplies in GSTR-1Abeforefiling their GSTR-3B in the same
return period. Such changes will be auto-populated in tax
payment form GSTR-3B. "From the July 2025 tax period for
which form GSTR 3B will be furnished in August 2025, such
auto populated liability will become non-editable. "Thus,
taxpayers will be allowed to amend their auto-populated
liability by making amendmentsthroughform GSTR 1A, which
can be filed for the same tax period before filing of GSTR 3B,"
GSTNsaid.

GSTR-3B, a summary statement and monthly GST
paymentform,isfiledinastaggered mannerbetweenthe 20th,
22nd and 24th of every month for different categories of
taxpayers. Currently, the GST Portal provides a pre-filled
GSTR-3B, where the tax liability gets auto-populated based
on the outward supplies declared in GSTR-1/ GSTR-1A/ IFF.
As of now, taxpayers can edit such auto-populated values in
form GSTR 3Bitself. AMRG &Associates Senior Partner Rajat
Mohan said the move to make GSTR-3B non-editable aims to
tightendata consistency between GSTR-1and GSTR-3Band
curbrevenue leakages. However, the availability of GSTR-1A
forcorrections beforefiling GSTR-3Bisawelcome safeguard.
"Taxpayersmustnowensurereal-timereconciliationanderror
correction before the return is filed. This places greater
responsibility on businesses to enhance internal controls and
avoid last-minute adjustments " Mohan added.
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Closing this chapter with gratitude:
Piyush Chawlaannouncesretirement
fromall forms of cricket

NEW DELHI 7 June: 7
\eteran leg-spinner Piyush
Chawla, whowas partofindia's
two World  Cup-winning
campaigns, on Friday
announced his retirementfrom §
allforms of cricket afteracareer
spanning more than two
decades to undertake a "new
jouney" that he did not
specify. The 36-year-old made
the announcement via an
Instagram post."After more
than two decades on the field,
the time has come to bid adieu to the beautiful game," Chawla
wrote.

"Though | step away from the crease, cricket will always live
within me. | now look forward to embarking on a new journey,
carryingwith me the spiritand lessons of this beautifulgame, "he
said.Chawla was a member of India's T20 and ODI World Cup-
winning squads in 2007 and 2011 respectively.He represented
Indiainthree Tests, 25 ODls, and seven T20Is, taking 43 wickets
across thethree formats ofthegame.

"From representing India at the highest level to being part of
the victorious 2007 T20 World Cup and 2011 ODI World Cup
squads,everymomentinthisincrediblejourneyhasbeennothing
shortofablessing. Thesememorieswillforeverremainetchedin
myheart,"Chawlasaidinthe post."Aheartfeltthank youtothe|PL
franchises who placed their trustin me—, Punjab Kings, Kolkata
Knight Riders, Chennai SuperKings, and Mumbaiindians.

The Indian Premier League has beenatruly special chapter
in my career, and | have cherished every moment playing iniit. |
owe my deepest gratitude to my coaches, Shri KK Gautam and
Late ShriPankaj Saraswat-for nurturing and shaping meintothe
cricketer |became,” he said."Today is a deeply emotional day for
me as | officially announce my retirement from all forms of
internationaland domesticcricket," he added.

Theleg-spinnerwas a partof KKR's 2014 IPL-winning team
and hit the winning runs for the Gautam Gambhir-led side in the
summit clash against the Punjab Kings in Bengaluru."Aspecial
mention to my late father, whose beliefin me lit the path | walked.
Without him, this journey would never have been possible," he
stated.

Chawla made his competitive cricket debut at 15, and also
represented India Under-19 and Uttar Pradesh Under-22
sides. Heburstontothe scenewhenhebowled Sachin Tendulkar
withagooglyinthe Challenger Series 2005-06, andmade his his
first-class debut at 17.Chawla has over 1000 wickets across
formatsindomesticcricket.

Juniorwrestlers handed banin fake birth-

certificate scam; MCD admitslapse

NEWDELHI7,June: Inamajor
age-fraud case, the Wrestling
Federation of India (WFI)
announced a ban on nearly 30
junior wrestlers after they were
found to have procured and

submitted fake birth certificates, £

predominantly obtained fromareas
under the Municipal Corporation of
Delhi's (MCD) Narela and Rohini
jurisdictions among its 12
administrative zones.Fake birth
certificates of the junior athletes
procured from identical addresses
came to light after a investigation
revealed a network involving
wrestlers, coaches and officials
from the MCD, all working in
collusion within the Capital's
municipal zones that border
neighbouring Haryana. Additionally,
Yash Kumar, a reigning Khelo India
Youth Games (KIYG) gold medallist
in men’s 80kg freestyle, has been
directed to undergo a ‘bone test’ to
determine his actual age following
revelations of repeated tampering
with his date of birth (DOB) on his
Aadhar card. Until the medical
verification process is concluded,
Yash will notreceive any Khelo India
incentives. Yash, who according to
the federation is physically over 20
years of age was recently
disqualified from representing Delhi
in an under-17 national wrestling
competition on the grounds of being
overage. The governing body is now
scrutinising around 400 cases from
Haryana alone in which young
athletes are suspected of using fake
certificates from Delhi to become
eligible for younger age-group
events.

The main objective appearsto be
securing college admissions and
potential government jobs.
Passports given to the WFI| revealed
residential addresses in Rohtak,
Jhajjar, and Sonepat. The WFl made
gueries to several zones of the
Municipal Corporation of Haryana
(MCH), as well as the North Delhi
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Municipal Corporation (NDMC) and
Delhi Cantonment Board (DCB),
exposing the extensive scale of the
age-fraud case.lt was revealed that
nearly allwrestlers under review had
secured fake birth certificates from
identical place of registration — in
Begumpur under the Narela
jurisdiction and Mangolpuri in the
Rohini zone. A detailed scrutiny of
original birth certificates from
Haryana municipal authorities, as
well as passports, revealed actual
birthplaces and addresses in
Rohtak, Jhajjar, and Sonepat, in
addition to differing DOBs. Most of
the wrestlers were born between
2006-2009 but had birth certificates
registeredin2021-2022, indicatinga
disparityofnearly 14-15years. Inone
instance, Dipanshu cited his DOB as
26/10/2009, with a birth certificate
registration date of 06/01/2021,
obtained from one of the same
addresses - Rajeev  Nagar,
Begumpur, North West Delhi
110086. The federation checks with
the department of health services,
Municipal Corporation Rohtak,
revealed his true DOB as
16/10/2006, with his home in Rainak
Pura village, Rohtak. Similarly,
national-level wrestler Rohit Gulia
was found to have manipulated
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personal data repeatedly, including
DOB changes and unauthorised
Aadhar updates (seven times from
2013 to 2021). His official birth
certificate from the Municipal
Corporation of Rohtak documented
his DOB as 17/10/1999, while he
declareditas 17/10/2001 in national
competitions. Both Dipanshu and
Rohithave now been banned by WFI|
from all future tournaments WFI
presidentSanjay Singh haswrittento
Delhi chief minister Rekha Gupta to
act against MCD officials. “What is
particularlyalarmingisthe frequency
of such (false) certificates being
issued after a considerable lapse of
time.

This is contrary to the normal
practice, wherein birth certificates
are typically issued within one- or
two-months following birth. The
Narela zone, situated close to the
Haryana border, has seen a
disproportionately high number of
such delayed issuances. | urge your
office to kindly direct the concerned
authorities in all MCD zones to
exercise strict scrutiny and restraint
inissuing birth certificates where the
application is made after an
unusually long delay,” he added.
MCD has admitted to the lapse and
said itwill probe this issue.
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Mithoon, Palak,and 60 Musicians Createa
CinematicMoment at the Maruti Suzuki

presents23rd Zee Cine Awards 2025

Mumbai, 6th June:ZEE litup the stage once more with
Maruti Suzuki Presents 23rd Zee Cine Awards 2025 - a
dazzling tribute to the films, faces, and unforgettable
moments that defined the year in cinema. But this year, it
wasn'tjustaboutthestars-itwasaboutthefanstoo. Inthe
biggest FANtertainment extravaganza of the year, the
night brought together the magic of stardom and the
passion of fandom, creating an unforgettable celebration
of Indian cinema's beating heart.

Oneofthe mostsoul-stirringmoments ofthe nightwas
a grand musical tribute to the legendary icons of Indian
cinema - the late Raj Kapoor and Manoj Kumar - marking
100 years of their unparalleled legacy. The power couple
- renowned composer Mithoon and the soulful Palak
Muchhal, a celebrated playback singer, took centre stage
with a breathtaking medley that transcended
generations. Supported by a majestic ensemble of 60
musicians and a live choir, the tribute paid homage to the
golden era of cinema through timeless melodies and
heartfelt renditions that left the audience mesmerised. It
was notjusta performance -itwas apoignant celebration
of cinematic heritage, expressed through the universal
language of music.

Mithoonsaid, "This performance wasn'tjustatribute -
it was a deeply personal journey. Raj Kapoor and Manoj
Kumar Sir have been legendary inspirations, not just to
our industry but to me personally. As a composer, | grew
up immersed in their films and the unforgettable music
that defined their cinematic storytelling. | remember
listening to those melodies with my father. To honourtheir
legacy through a medley crafted with so much heart,
alongside Palak, was incredibly special. And the factthat
thiswasourfirsttime performingtogetheras husbandand
wife made the night even more unforgettable. There was
a special kind of magic in the air - it felt like we were truly
connecting with the golden era of Indian cinema. It has
been a joy for me to reimagine these timeless classics in
my own style.”

Palak said, "I've sung on many stages before, butthis
one felt different. There was something profoundly
moving about performing a tribute to legends like Raj
Kapoor and Manoj Kumar Sir - icons whose films and
songs were a constant presence in my home, playing in
the background of quiet Sunday afternoons.

Tosharethisstagewith Mithoon, as partnersin lifeand
music, surrounded by 60 brilliant musicians, was nothing
short of surreal. This act wasn'tjusta performance - it felt
like wewere partofsomething muchbigger: asharedlove
forcinemaand itstimeless melodiesthatcontinue tounite
generations. I'll hold this moment close to my heart
forever."

Mumbai, 6th June: Sony SAB's Pushpa Impossible has
become much more than just a television show-it's a journey
that millions of viewers have taken alongside Pushpa and her
family. With its heartfelt storytelling and grounded characters,
the show has beautifully captured the dreams, struggles, and
small victories of everyday people. As Pushpa Impossible
completes a remarkable three-year journey, it continues to
strike an emotional chord with audiences, inspiring them with
storiesthat are as real as they are uplifting.

At the center of this beloved narrative is Karuna Pandey,
who brings unmatched honesty and depth to the role of
Pushpa-a single mother with resilience, wit, and an
unbreakable spirit. The show's charm is further elevated by a
phenomenal ensemble cast including Anshul Trivedi (Jugal),
Jayesh More (Dilip), Garima Parihar (Dipti), Darshan Gurjar
(Chirag), Deshna Dugad (Rashi), and Naveen Pandita
(Ashwin). Together, they portray a family that feels familiar-
loving, imperfect, supportive, and ever-evolving. Their
performances have built a strong emotional connection with
viewers, making Pushpa Impossible a daily part of countless
households.

What makes Pushpa Impossible stand out is its fearless
approach to storytelling. From advocating for women's
education and second chances to shining a light on mental
health, the show consistently raises relevant guestions while
keeping the drama engaging and deeply personal. As it
celebrates this milestone, Pushpa Impossible invites viewers
to continue this inspiring journey-one where courage meets
compassion, and ordinary lives turninto extraordinary stories.

Comments

Karuna Pandey, playing the role of Pushpa:

"Even after three years, I'm constantly amazed at how
deeply Pushpa continuesto connectwith people from allwalks
oflife. Whetherit'sayoung student, aworking mom, or aretired

Sony SAB's Pushpa Impossible: Celebrating 3 Years of Inspiring Storytelling
and Relatable Characters That Resonate with Families Nationwide!

teacher-someone always comes up and says, 'Pushpa feels
like one of us.' That relatability is the soul of this show. \We've
evolved with the audience, and | think that's why the bond has
only grown stronger. Pushpa's journey still feels fresh,
relevant, and incredibly personal-not just to me, but to every
viewerwho's walked alongside herall these years."
Janmnadas Majethia, producer of Hats Off
Production:

"Pushpa Impossible has always been more than a show-
it's a reflection of real people and real lives. When we first
created Pushpa's character, we wanted to tell a story that was
rooted in truth but filled with hope. Three years later, the love
and connectionfrom our audience continuestooverwhelmus.
It's rare for ashowto spark both emotion and empowermentin
such equal measure, and | credit our incredible cast, writers,
and the team at Sony SAB for keeping the soul of the story
intact. Pushpa is every woman's voice, and we're proud to
continue walking this journey with her."

Tuneintowatch Pushpalmpossible, every Monday to
Saturday at9 PM, only on Sony SAB

Uncoverthe Monsoon Skincare Secrets of TV Actors!

Mumbai, 6thJune :Monsoonisthe
favourite season of many; however, it
also brings with it a fair share of
skincare challenges. The increase in
humidity and dampness can lead to
various skin issues, from acne to
dehydrated skin. To keep the skin
happy, plump, and glowing, &TV
artists share their best-kept secret for
monsoon skincare regimes. These
include Geetanjali Mishra (Rajesh,
Happu Ki Ultan Paltan) and Vidisha
Srivastava (Anita Bhabi, Bhabiji Ghar
Par Hai). Geetanjali Mishra, aka
Rajesh from Happu Ki Ultan Paltan,
shares, "Humidity makes my dry skin
behave unpredictably, itfeels sticky on
the surface yet dehydrated
underneath. To balance this, | rely on
nourishing yet lightweight ingredients
that keep my skin moisturised without
feeling greasy.

spray bottle of rose waterin my bag. A
quick spritz instantly refreshes and
hydrates my face, especially during
outdoor shoots in humid weather "
Vidisha Srivastava, aka Anita
Bhabi from Bhabiji Ghar Par Hai,
shares, "Monsoon season can be
quite challenging for the skin, with the
constant moisture and humidity often
leading to clogged pores, excess oil,
and breakouts. That's why | make ita
point to keep my skincare routine
simple yet effective during this time.
One of my favourite remedies is a
natural facial scrub made with two
teaspoons of sea salt, one tablespoon
offreshlemonjuice, and afew drops of
olive oil. The sea salt acts as a gentle
exfoliant, removingdeadskincellsand
unclogging pores, while the lemon
juice brightens the complexion and
helps control ciliness. Olive cil adds a

My day starts with a simple
cleansing mix of honey and curd.
Honey acts as a natural humectant,
and curd provides lactic acid, which
gently exfoliates and hydrates. This
combination helps cleanse, soften,
and refresh my skin, prepping it for the
day ahead. After cleansing, | apply a
toner made with fresh cucumber juice
and a drop of glycerin. It soothes
inflammation, tightens pores, and

adds a light layer of moisture, perfect

for combating the monsoon
stickiness. Twiceaweek, lindulgeina
banana and honey face mask.
Bananas are rich in potassium and
vitamins that nourish the skin deeply,
while honey locks in moisture. This
mask helps revive my skin's glow and
combats dryness from long hours
under makeup and studio lights. And
no matter where | am, | carry a small

nourishing touch, keeping the skin
hydrated and soft after exfoliation. |
use this scrub once or twice a week to
deep clean my skin, leaving it feeling
fresh, smooth, and invigorated, just
what my skin needs to combat the
monsoon's effects."

Watch Happu Ki Ultan Paltan at
10:00pm andBhabijiGharParHaiat
10:30 pm, airing every Monday to
Friday only on &TV!
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Top SmartCitiesinIndiaand Their
Impacton State Development (2025)

Over the past few decades, India
has witnessed transformational
growth, especiallyintherealms of
technology, infrastructure, and urban
governance. In 2025, smart cities are no
longer confined to just artificial
intelligence and loT but have expanded
theirfocustoinclude sustainability, smart

healthcare, citizen safety, energy
management, and efficient public
services.

Today, India is home to 100 smart
cities, each offering a suite of tech-driven
services, from smart transportation to
integrated healthcare and digital
governance.

These cities serve as urban
innovation labs, setting benchmarks in
planning, design, and service delivery.
What is the Smart Cities Mission?
Launched on June 25, 2015, by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the Smart Cities
Mission is a flagship initiative by the
Governmentofindiathataimsto:
Enhance the quality of urbanlife,
Promote economic  growth
sustainability,

Implement technology-driven solutions,
Strengthen urban governance.

These cities incorporate Al, |oT, and big
data to ensure efficient city planning and
citizen engagement. The objective is to
redefine urban development by
integrating smart technologies with
sustainability and inclusiveness.

How Many Smart Cities Are There in
India?

As of 2025, there are 100 designated
smartcitiesinIndia.
Thesecitieswereselectedbasedonaset
of parameters including:
Urban population
potential
Infrastructure readiness
Governance and digital penetration
Economic and environmental
sustainability

Maharashtra leads the list with 10 smart
cities, followed by other major states like
Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, and Uttar Pradesh.
Top 10 SmartCitiesinIndia (2025)
Hereis adetailed look atthe top 10 smart
citiesinIndia(notinrank order), based on
innovation, infrastructure,
implementation of smart solutions, and

and

and growth

Tactical Drones Indiavslisrael vs Turkey

citizen impact.

1. Bhubaneswar,
Odisha
Bhubaneswarleads
by example through
projects like:
SmartJanpath
BMC-ICOMC
Tower

Integrated Public &
Service Center
SmartRoads

This city combines
design excellence, #
digital services, and
sustainable
planning. Itis known
for high-quality urban development and
partnershipswithinternationaltechfirms.
2.Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Under initiatives like Swacch Lucknow
and Sugam Lucknow, the city focuseson:
Smartwaste management
Smartgrids and water reuse

Digital governanceThe city promotes
livability, sustainability, and inclusive
growth.

3.Indore, MadhyaPradesh

Famous for cleanliness, Indore is also a
leaderin:

Smarthealthcare centers
Real-time waste tracking

loT-driven classroom monitoring
Trafficand transport reforms

It's among India's most digitally
advanced cities in urban infrastructure
management.

4, Surat, Gujarat

Surat emphasizes area-based and pan-
city development, including:
ICT-enabled transport

City-wide IT-MAC

Common City Payment System

It excels in real-time monitoring, efficient
mobility, and public safety.

5.Pune, Maharashtra

Pune's Smart City Proposalincludes:
Affordable housing

Sustainable transitsystems
Tech-integrated water supply and
sewage

The city is a front-runner in urban
innovation and citizen feedback
systems.

6. Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu

PS ;
TA D.THEIR IMPACT ON-STAT

EVELOPMENﬁzozm"

Coimbatore stands outfor:
Eco-friendly infrastructure

Traffic mobility systems
Real-time CCTV surveillance

It supports high growth in IT, real estate,
and energy efficiency sectors.
7.Ahmedabad, Gujarat

With a focus on heritage and
modernization, Ahmedabad has
introduced:
Intelligent Transit Management
Integrated Command Centres
Smartpolicing systems

The city blends tradition
technological innovation.

8. Kochi,

KeralaKochi's masterplanincludes:
Smartmixed-usezones

Sustainable housing and business
hubs

Efficientwaste and mobility systems
Known for its clean environment and
strong urban policies.

9.Hyderabad, Telangana
Hyderabadfocuses on:

Al-powered surveillance

Integrated waste management
Smarttransportand water systems
It's a hub for tech startups and intelligent
governance models.

10. Jaipur, Rajasthan

Jaipur combines tourism with
technology by implementing:

Public Bicycle Sharing

Tulip Internship Programs

Digital heritage management

Itis promoting public health, reduced
emissions, and youth empowerment.

with

Meet IITJEE Advanced topperwhogot 334
marks out of 360, went to lIT Bombay but left

For 17 years, she moved mountains: Chenab bridge
expertrecallschallengesto 'century-old dream'

ali Madhavi Latha has lost count
G of how often the mountain slopes
flanking the Chenab river sprang
hidden surprises, forcing her team into
real-time redesigns as they wrestled to
build the world's highest railway arch
bridge. Through their 17 years on the
project, Latha and her colleagues
embraced a ‘design-as-you-go”
philosophytobuildthe 1,315-metre steel
bridge, 359 metres above the Chenab,
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi is to
inaugurate on Friday. The bridge — 35
metres taller than the Eiffel Tower — is
part of the 272km Udhampur-Srinagar-
Baramulla rail link that features 36
tunnels and 943 bridges and will fulfila
century-old idea to connect Jammu and
Srinagar through a railway line.A Vande
Bharattrainwillrun between Jammu and
Srinagaralongthisroute."We knewfrom
the start this would be an intensely
challenging project,” said Latha, a rock
mechanics specialist and professor of
civil engineering at the Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore, and aconsultantfor
the project.
“What we didn't know were the

secrets themountaln would throwatus
shetold The Telegraph on Thursday.
The challenge was clear from the
terrain, the geology and the sheer
difficulty of just reaching the site, Latha
said.She had first surveyed the site in
2005 after a boat ride along the Chenab
and a gruelling climb up the steep
mountain slopes on foot. That was 17
years before the construction was
completedin2022, withthelastfewyears
spentonexercisessuchastrialruns.The
bridge required some 28 660 tonnes of
steel — equivalent to nearly four Eiffel
Towers — plus 66,000 cubic metres of

concrete and 26km  of
motorable roads to bring In
cranes, other equipment and
workers.Designed to last 120
years and handle train speeds
up to 100kmph, the bridge can
remain operational at 30kmph
evenifoneofitseightpiersfails.

Thebridgehasbeenbuiltto
withstand the forces of the
earthquakes typically
expected in the Himalayan
region.When engineers from
Northern Railway and Afcons
Infrastructure, the private entity
engaged in the construction, began
cuttingintotheslopes, they encountered
severalunexpectedfeaturesintherocks
that required the engineers to revise the
slope stability calculations.They
discovered fragmented rocks held
together by joints and hidden cavities -
features that were not evidentduring the
early ground surveillance ahead of
construction but heightened the risk of
rockslides."Our objective was to design
forworst-case scenarios to minimise the
risk ofrockslides,” Latha said.

Which Countryisthe Largest Producer of Apples inthe World?

op Apple Producer:
I China is the world's
largest apple producer.
Apples are cultivated across
many provinces, with
Shandong, Shaanxi, and
Henan leading in production.
Read on to explore why
apples are among the most
consumed fruits worldwide,
full of crunch, colour, and
nutrition.

Which Country is the
LargestProducerofApples
inthe World?

China is the largest
producer of apples in the
world. It grows over 47.5
million metric tonnes of
apples annually, accounting
for more than 50% of global
apple output. Chinese apples
are mainly grown in the
temperate northern and
central regions of the country.
Popularvarietiesinclude Fuji,

afteronlyayeardueto...,heisnow..

Gala, Qinguan, and Golden
Delicious. China's apples are
not only eaten domestically
but also exported widely to
Southeast Asia, Europe, and
the Middle East.

How Many Apples Does
ChinaProduce?

China
impressive47 573kilotonnes
(kt) of apples every year. Itis
by far the largest apple-
producing country, with over
tentimes moreoutputthanthe

next
China's apples are known for

biggest

their

millions of farmers.

grows an China

producer.

sweetness,
texture, and long shelf life.
The apple industry in China
plays a significant role in the
ruraleconomy, offeringjobsto

China produces more
apples thanthe rest of the top
four countries combined. The
Fujiapple is the most popular
variety and is known for its

sweetness and crunchy
texture. China also leads in
technological farming
methods to improve quality
and increase exports.

Turkey

Turkey ranks second in
global apple production,
producing 4,818 kt of apples
annually. Apples are mostly
grown in the Isparta, Nigde,
and Karaman regions.
Turkish apple varieties like
Amasya are popular both for
fresh eating and juice
production. United States

TheU.S. grows4,429ktof
apples each year, mainly in
Washington State, which
contributes over 60% of the
national supply. Top
American apple varieties
include Red Delicious, Gala,
Honeycrisp, and Granny
Smith. U.S. apples are
exportedtoover60countries.

crisp

"Graduated With ADegree In Maths But...": This "Postwoman" Is

Winning Hearts Online With Her Inspiring Story

The modern battlefield
has evolved
significantly in the 21st
century, with tactical drones
emerging as game-changing
assets. These unmanned
aerial vehicles (UAVs) offer
real-time surveillance, target
acquisition, precision strikes,
and electronic  warfare
capabilities. Among the
global leaders in this field are
India, Israel, and Turkey—
each with unigue
technological trajectories,
indigenous capabilities, and
strategicdoctrines.

This article presents a
comprehensive comparison
of the tactical drone
ecosystems of these three
nations, focusing on their
development strategies, key

platforms, operational
effectiveness, and future
trajectories.

l. Understanding Tactical
Drones

Whatare Tactical Drones?
Tactical drones are typically
medium-range UAVs
designed for use in battlefield
reconnaissance,
surveillance, targeting, andin
some cases, direct attack
missions. They are distinct
from strategic or MALE
(Medium  Altitude Long
Endurance) drones in terms
of range, payload, and
mission duration, offering
more agility and adaptability
in localized combat

scenarios.
Il. lIsrael: Pioneer and
ExportGiant
Technological ~ Superiority

and Indigenous R&D

Israelis aworld leaderin UAV
technology.

With a robust defense-
industrial base and combat-
tested platforms, Israeli
drones are widely exported
and have influenced drone
warfare globally.
Key Players:
Israel
Industries (IAl)
Elbit Systems
Aeronautics
Systems
Notable Tactical Drones
IAl Searcher & Heron (Mk |
and 1) — Used for tactical ISR
(Intelligence, Surveillance,
and Reconnaissance).

Elbit Hermes 450 & 800 —

Aerospace

Defense

Multi-role drones with
electronic  warfare and
precision targeting
capabilities.

SkyStriker — A loitering

munition with autonomous
strike

capabilities.Operational
Experience

Israel’'s drones have seen
extensive action in Gaza,
Lebanon, Syria, and Iranian
theaters, demonstrating a
mature operational docirine.
The IDF's drone corps is
highly integrated into ground
and air operations.
GlobalInfluence

Israel is among the top drone

exporters, supplying
countries like India,
Azerbaijan, Germany, and

Singapore. Its technologies
often serve as benchmark
standards.

Il. Turkey: The Disruptor in
Drone Warfare

Rise of a MNew Drone
PowerTurkey has emerged
as a drone powerhouse,
largely  through  Baykar
Defense and Turkish
Aerospace Industries (TAl).
Driven by political will,
defense self-sufficiency, and
regional security concerns,
Turkey's  tactical  drone
industry has gained
international prominence.

henever one talks
about the toughest
competitive exam in

India, the IIT JEE exam is the
one that grabs the most
attention. To pass the exam
and get into a good college,
many candidates begin to
prepare after the results of
Class 10 are released. The
candidates who pass the |IT
JEE exam with flying colours
alsomanagetogetadmission
intotheprestigious!ITandare
thus hired by multinational
companies at a high-paying
salary. It takes many
sacrifices, dedication, hard
work, and discipline to
become an [IT graduate,
which is why it is difficult to
comprehend when someone
decides to leave lIT to follow
their passion. Let us tell you
about one such candidate
today, whopassedthellTJEE
exam, and got admission into
hisdreaminstitute butdespite
this, he decided to leave it all
behind to follow his heart. We
are talking about none other
than Chitraang Murdia who

secured AIR 1 in JEE
Advanced 2014. After
securing AIR 1 in JEE

Advanced, Chitraang Murdia
got to join IIT Bombay for
further studies. However, he
left the reputed institute after
only ayeartostudy Physics at
the Massachusetts Institute

Meet Colonel Sapna Rana: From Milking Cattles To Himachal's First Woman
Army Commanding Offlcer-Awarded With The Prestlglous Sena Medal

n s part of its "Women of Impact"
series, @thebetterindia recently
shared Colonel Sapna Rana's
incredible journey on their official
Instagram page. This post not only
resonated with celebrities but also with

online communities, sparking a wave of

admiration. Indian Army officer Colonel

Sapna Rana has garnered media

attention for her incredible rise from a

small Himachal Pradesh village to the
highest echelons of the armed forces.

Sapna was born and raised in the Solan

district's Bhawanipur.

Her life story is an inspiration to the
strength of tenacity, hard effort, and a
strong desire to help others.Colonel
Sapna Rana's story, which began with
himtending cattle and walking halfway to
college to save money, strikes a deep
chord. Hercareerpathappearedtobefar
removed fromthedisciplinedworld ofthe
military. Her father Rajender Thakuris a
teacher and her mother Krishna Thakur
is a housemaker. She finished her
education and graduated from
Solan.She served as the Senior Under
Officer at 1 HP Girls NCC Battalion in

CommissionedintotheArmy Ordnance

\; & Corps in 2004, Sapna has held various

prestigious appointments‘ including
Commandant of the Army Ordnance
Corps Centre and School.

She showed exceptional
athleticism throughout her training,

. winning gold in obstacle course, cross-

#% country,

Solan during her college years, which
marked the beginning of her path to

military excellence. She was an
extremely disciplined and committed
cadet. She was notably the only NCC
cadet from Himachal Pradesh to be
chosen for the esteemed Kargil Vijay
Campinthe Kargil district.
ACareerMarked By Excellence
ColonelRanaenrolledinthe Officers
Training Academy in Chennai in 2003
after passing the Service Selection
Board, and she was commissioned as a
Lieutenant in the Indian Army in 2004,

and Academy endurance
training.

She currently commands an Army
Service Corps battalion in the

& Northeast, afeatthatmakesherthefirst

woman officer from Himachal Pradesh
to achieve this distinction.

Throughout her career, Sapna has
been recognized for her exceptional
leadership skills, strategic thinking, and
operational expertise, She has been
awarded the prestigious Sena Medal
and the Chief of Army Staff
CommendationCard, and hasalsobeen
recognized for her excellence in sports
and shooting.

Stay informed on all the latest news,
real-time breaking news updates, and
follow all the important headlinesinindia
news andworld News on Zee News.
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of Technology
(MIT).Chitraang Murdia
completed his Graduation in
Physics fromMITin 2018 and
then did his PhD from the
University of California,
Berkeley in 2023. According
to his LinkedIn, Chitraang
Murdiais currently working as
a Postdoctoral Researcher at
the University of
Pennsylvania. In an earlier
interview with Humans of
Bombay, speaking about his
decision to leave |IT Bombay,
Chitraang  Murdia said,
"Everybody was shocked by
this decision, and that
included even my friends.
People used to say that you
are akid and don’t know how
to take important decisions in
your life and you will be
earning in lakhs after
receiving the Engineering
degree from |IT."However,
Chitraang Murdia always
knew that his decision to
follow his passion would
surely inspire hundreds of
others to follow suit.

sympathetic towards the

hurdles a woman has to
face even now, it is hard to
make a mark. But there are
many inspiring stories that
can always be motivating
enough for people,
regardless of age or gender.
The story of Akanksha
Gaikwad is one of such kind.
Shared on the Humans of
Bombay LinkedIn page, a
post about Akanksha and her
journey of becoming afemale
postman is winning
thousandsofhearts. "Yousee
the coat, khaki bag, & this
chitthi? - I'm a postman! Yes,
we still exist! And yes, I'm a
female postman!" she said in
the post. Akanksha, who
graduated with a degree in
Mathematics, revealed that
she became a "postwoman”
three years ago. "Butitwasn't
something | planned on
becoming," she shared. She
revealed thatitwas her father
who pushed her to get a
government job, following
which she applied atthe India
Post. "I thought it would be a
desk job..but | was told,
You'retodeliverletters!' lwas
taken aback," she said in the
post. Akanksha said that out
of 26 delivery "guys", shewas
the only girl. Initially, her
parents were hesitant about
the job. "They thought, 'Ab
beti ghum ghum ke chitthi

In a society that is not that

lejaygi?" she [
said,
that she was o
hesitant  too
aboutthejob."l
also thought,
'Do people
even write
letters
anymore?"
However,
within a month, she realised
she was wrong. "During my
1st month, I'd walk for hours,
going from house to house,
delivering these letters &
throughthatprocess, Imetthe
sweetest people. Once, an
old aunty opened the door &
was shocked when she saw
me. She said, 'l never knew
women deliver letters too!'
She called me inside & gave
me a glass of cold water! She
even offered me food but |

politely refused,"” she
saidFurther, Akanksha
shared "one of the best

uon

moments of her life". "Once
when | was coming back
homeafteratiringdayatwork,
ayounggirlwholivedclose by
cametome&said, 'Didi, Iwant
to be a postwoman too!' | was
sotouched!" she wrote.

Akanksharevealedthatin
the past 3 years, she has
delivered more than 1 lakh
letterstopeople. Shesaidthat
her parents are proud of her,
too.

"Delivering letters gives

adding W

"'!lllln

meso much peace.. |tmakes
me happy because in away, |
get to connect people. The
anticipation with which they
open the door & the smile that
covers their face when they
take their letter...no feeling is
better!".she shared.
Akanksha's story has gone
viral on social media, with
many calling it "inspiring".
"There's something so pure,
so grounding about stories
like these, reminding us that
connectiondoesn'tneedtobe
digitalorloudtobereal Thank
you for doing what you do,
Akanksha. You're not just
delivering letters, you're
delivering warmth people
didn't know they needed.
Truly touched," wrote one
user. "Your story is truly
inspiring,  Akanksha. It
reminds me of the power of
stepping outside our comfort
zones and embracing
unexpected opportunities,”
commented another. "Your
smile says it all. Keep up the
goodwork,"expressed athird
user.

Meet The World’s Youngest Taekwondo Instructor: 7-Year-Old Black Belt Girl Trained
By Her Champion Parents. She Is Not From Korea, China, OrJapan; Shels...

orld's Youngest
Taekwondo
Instructor: Have you

everimaginedagirl, justseven
years old, setting a Guinness
World Record as the world's
youngest Taekwondo
instructor? Your answer is
probably no. At an age when
mostchildrenare busy playing
games in parks, this young girl
isn't from the US, Europe,
China, Japan, orKorea. Infact,
she hails from Madurai, Tamil
Nadu, in India—and she is
scripting history. With a
powerful kick and an even
stronger spirit, she is rewriting
the rules of what children can
achieve—and proving that
age is just a numberAt just
seven years old, Samyuktha
Narayanan isn't merely
practicing Taekwondo—she's
teaching it. Her journey froma
toddler in a dobok (the
traditional uniform worn by
Taekwondo practitioners
during training and

competitions)tobecoming the
world's youngest Taekwondo
instructor is a tale of grit,
passion, and a family legacy
deeply rooted in martial arts.
But Samyuktha's story isn't
just about breaking records—
it's about inspiring an entire
generation to believe that no
dreamistoobig, andnoagetoo
early, to start chasing it. At just
sevenyearsand270daysold,
Samyuktha Narayanan from
Tamil Nadu's Madurai etched
her name in history as the

W oa e

world’s youngest Taekwondo
instructor,  according to
Guinness World Records.

Samyuktha Narayanan
achieved this remarkable feat
on August 14, 2024

Samyuktha was practically
raised on a dojo mat. Her
parents, Shruthy and
Narayanan, run the Madurai
Taekwondo Academy, and
their passion for martial arts
naturally flowed into their
daughter's life. She took her
first martial arts steps at age

three. Inspiration runs deepin
her family.

Her mother, Shruthy, once
held a Guinness World
Recordformostelbowstrikes

inone minute, while herfather,
Narayanan, boasts records
like breaking 29 flaming
concreteblocksin30seconds.
No surprise that Samyuktha
aimed for greatness too. With
Narayanan as her coach,
Samyuktha began a
disciplined journey—
gradually advancing from a
white belt to earning her black
beltfromthe prestigious World
Taekwondo Headquarters in
Korea.

Her daily routine was
nothing short of heroic. She
trained like a pro—running 5

km, enduring intense
workouts, and mastering
complex Taekwondo

techniques. Every drop of
sweatpushed herclosertothe
black belt and her eventual
world record.




